


The AmericAn civil liberTies Union of 
soUThern cAliforniA

Three years after the national ACLU was formed, 
journalist Upton Sinclair helps form the ACLU of 
Southern California (ACLU SoCal) in Los Angeles. 
Angered by the Los Angeles Police Department’s 
brutal treatment of striking dock workers in San 
Pedro, Sinclair and others protest by attempting to 
read the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution. 
Though he is arrested, Sinclair ultimately prevails 
and so does the ACLU SoCal, as it continues to defend 
the individual rights and liberties of all people.

W e l c o m e
The national AclU turned ninety-four this year — five hundred 
thousand Americans united in one cause.  

since 1920, the political currents have repeatedly threatened to 
take — and sometimes have taken — America off course.  but the 
AclU’s compass has always been true, the vision always clear:  to 
make our union — these United states — more perfect by upholding 
constitutional rights for everyone.   

There’s much to celebrate.  This report highlights key successes from 
this year, while recalling some of the historic milestones that helped 
bring us here.

The AclU struck down the federal Defense of marriage Act last year 
and look at how the freedom to marry has spread — for the first time, 
most Americans live in states where same-sex marriage is legal!

but even as we celebrate this advance, we must recognize the rising 
tide against basic rights.  some states have taken the election and re-
election of a black president as a call to arms and want to prevent 
millions of Americans from voting.  And the nsA developed a scheme 
of asking a secret judge, sitting on a secret court, for a warrant to 
spy on all American cellphone users — without any proof of criminal 
conduct by any of us.       

There’s always too much to include in a single report because the work 
— standing for justice, standing against the currents of the day, and 
taking a stand for what’s right, fair, and just — never ends.  

onward!

hector o. villagra • executive Director • AclU of southern california1923

The AmericAn civil liberTies 
Union is foUnDeD

In 1920, the United States is awash 
in fear, sparking a series of raids 
by the U.S. Department of Justice 
that target anyone suspected of 
being a communist and immigrants 
whose activism is at odds with the 
government. Thousands of individuals 
are imprisoned or deported. Their 
civil rights and liberties trampled. 
In response, Roger Baldwin, Crystal 
Eastman, Albert DeSilver, and others 
form the American Civil Liberties 
Union. Their goal is to defend and 
secure civil rights and civil liberties 
for all people. Ninety-four years later 
that remains our mission.
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c r i m i n A l  J U s T i c e
For decades, Los Angeles County jails have been plagued by violence and abuse. Allegations of gang-like cliques of deputies surfaced 
repeatedly as did reports of deputy-on-inmate violence and mistreatment of individuals with mental illness. But that’s finally changing. 

In January 2014, Sheriff Lee Baca stepped down following a multi-year effort by the ACLU SoCal to force Baca to clean up the county’s 
jails. Having chronicled eyewitness accounts of deputies who fractured legs, skulls, and eye sockets of inmates as part of our 2011 
jail report, the ACLU SoCal then sued Baca in 2012. That lawsuit, Rosas v. Baca, was filed on behalf of individuals held in the jails and 
charged the sheriff and his staff with condoning the rampant abuse. 

The ACLU SoCal’s report and advocacy led to the formation of a civilian commission charged with investigating problems in the county 
lock ups. The ACLU SoCal looks forward to a settlement of its lawsuit that will force vigilant oversight and end the era of corruption in 
the nation’s largest jail system. 

The U.S. Supreme Court 
rules unconstitutional a 
statute that allows police 
to stop individuals and 
require them to provide 
“credible” identification. 
The case, Kolender v. 
Lawson, is argued by the 
ACLU SoCal.

The ACLU SoCal files a 
lawsuit on behalf of people 
with mobility impairments 
incarcerated in the L.A. County 
jail system, arguing that 
the jails are not wheelchair 
accessible, and that inmates 
are denied mobility devices 
s u c h  a s  w h e e l c h a i r s , 
crutches, walkers, or canes, 
even though they need them.

The ACLU SoCal and the 
national ACLU publish a 
report documenting brutal 
beatings of Los Angeles 
County Jail inmates by 
sheriff’s deputies as part 
of an annual report on the 
county’s jail system.  

Representing two men who were 
beaten while detained in Los 
Angeles County Jail, the ACLU 
SoCal files Rosas v. Baca charging 
Sheriff Lee Baca and his staff with 
condoning a longstanding and 
widespread pattern of violence 
against inmates.
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The ACLU SoCal sues Los Angeles 
County and then-Sheriff Peter 
Pitchess on behalf of detainees 
in the county’s jai l  system 
charging the conditions of their 
confinement violate the Eighth 
Amendment’s prohibition against 
cruel and unusual punishment, 
and the Fourteenth Amendment’s 
protections for pretrial detainees, 
resulting in the court appointing the 
ACLU as monitor of the jails.
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A federal court orders the Department 
of Homeland Security and the U.S. 
Department of Justice to provide legal 
representation to Jose Antonio Franco-
Gonzales and other immigrant detainees 
with mental disabilities who are facing 
deportation and cannot represent 
themselves in court. The ACLU SoCal 
and partners filed the lawsuit, Franco v. 
Holder, to ensure due process.

2013

i m m i G r A n T s ’  r i G h T s
There was no bigger story this summer than the tens of thousands of unaccompanied children crossing the border. Children, some 
as young as 3 or 4, arrived seeking refuge from the drug and gang violence overwhelming much of Honduras, Guatemala, and El 
Salvador. But once here, those children and others already here were confronted with a byzantine court system that required toddlers 
and teens to represent themselves in complicated deportation hearings. In July 2014, the ACLU SoCal and the national ACLU, along 
with several other groups, sued Attorney General Eric Holder and the federal government on behalf of these children, many of whom 
face life or death consequences if deported back to their homelands. The lawsuit argues that children deserve legal representation in 
their deportation cases.

The ACLU SoCal goes to court to fight the 
government persecution of Japanese Americans 
who renounced their citizenship at the Tule Lake 
Relocation Center. A court finds that they did so 
under duress and restores their U.S. citizenship.

The ACLU SoCal and partners sue the 
federal government in Orantes-Hernandez 
v. Smith, arguing that immigration officials 
detain and deport Salvadoran refugees 
using coercive tactics. A federal court 
agrees and issues a nationwide permanent 
injunction requiring immigration officials 
to adopt new rules. 

The ACLU SoCal and partners 
block Proposition 187, a state 
ballot initiative that seeks to 
ban undocumented immigrants 
from accessing public services.

The ACLU SoCal wins 
an injunction requiring 
a bond hearing before 
an immigration judge 
for Alejandro Rodriguez 
and hundreds of other 
individuals who have been 
detained in immigration 
jails for more than six 
months.
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e D U c A T i o n
More than a quarter of all students enrolled in California’s public schools do not speak English as a first language and many do not 
receive the essential English language instruction they are due under state and federal law. Among those left out by the state was 
a San Diego teen who stopped getting English Language services halfway through his junior year. He struggled to do his homework 
using an electronic translator. The State Department of Education was well aware that hundreds of school districts across California 
were not providing the required instructional services to English Learners but did nothing. So in April 2013, the ACLU SoCal filed a 
lawsuit on behalf of students, challenging the state’s failure to ensure that school districts deliver the services English Leaners need. 
In August 2014, the court ruled the state must fulfill its obligation to the estimated 20,000 underserved students.

The ACLU SoCal and partners win 
a landmark victory for students 
forced to attend substandard 
schools in Williams v. California, 
forcing the state to provide clean 
and safe schools, textbooks, and 
qualified teachers. 

Citing inadequate education for 
youths detained at Camp Challenger 
juvenile detention center, the 
ACLU SoCal reaches a settlement 
in Casey A. v. Gundry, a landmark 
lawsuit filed against Los Angeles 
County. The agreement requires 
sweeping reforms be put in place. 

As part of a settlement of an ACLU 
SoCal lawsuit, Governor Jerry Brown 
signs into law a bill that guarantees the 
state provides legal guidelines to school 
districts on the requirement of free 
public education.

2004 2010 2012

The ACLU SoCal and partners 
challenge Orange County’s policy 
of segregating Mexican children 
in schools. The lawsuit, Mendez 
v. Westminster School District, is 
the first case in which a federal 
court rules that “separate but 
equal” schools are illegal.

In response to an ACLU SoCal 
and partners lawsuit started 
in 1963, a judge rules that 
Los Angeles Unified School 
District has deliberately 
perpetuated segregation and 
orders the integration of all 
schools.
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2013

The U.S. Supreme Court 
s t r i k e s  d o w n  D O M A 
as part of Windsor v. 
United States, a landmark 
lawsuit filed by the ACLU 
and partners.
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l G b T  r i G h T s
What if you couldn’t marry the person you love, or adopt a child or bury your spouse because the state you live in doesn’t recognize 
your marriage? Those scenarios are realities for gay couples living in states with same-sex marriage bans. But, thanks to the ACLU’s 
work on Windsor v. United States that led to the landmark decision striking down the discriminatory federal Defense of Marriage Act 
(DOMA), that is changing. The ACLU remains vigilant and continues to work to ensure all couples have the right to marry. In 2014, ACLU 
attorneys were involved in 17 cases across the United States, resulting in federal court rulings that finally provide gay and lesbian 
couples the freedom to marry.

The ACLU defends Lillian 
Hellman’s play The Children’s 
Hour against attempts to ban 
it because it contains “lesbian 
content.”

The ACLU mobilizes against 
California’s Briggs Initiative 
that  seeks to prohibit 
lesbians and gay men from 
teaching in public schools.

The California Supreme Court 
strikes down exclusion of same-
sex couples from marriage after 
it is challenged by the ACLU and 
others.

The ACLU SoCal board becomes 
the first in the ACLU to affirm 
“the right to privacy in sexual 
relations.”
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n A T i o n A l  s e c U r i T Y
In January 2013, Edward Snowden exposed that the National Security Agency (NSA) was engaged in the massive collection of private 
phone data. The ACLU, long a defender of privacy rights with a track record of suing the government for too often denying those 
rights, quickly moved to stop the government from indiscriminately collecting phone data because it violates the First and Fourth 
Amendments to the Constitution. With ACLU v. Clapper and its defense of Snowden, the ACLU is following through with its commitment 
to stop government intrusion and protect the privacy rights of all Americans.

In 2014 a federal judge struck down the government’s procedures for placing people on the No Fly List. The ruling was a result of a 
lawsuit filed by the ACLU SoCal and the national  ACLU.  

Accepting arguments 
made by the ACLU in 
its amicus brief, the 
U.S. Supreme Court 
rules that enjoining the 
press from publishing 
the Pentagon Papers 
is unconstitutional and 
not justified by national 
security interests.

The ACLU SoCal sues 
the FBI for infiltrating 
an Orange County 
mosque and targeting 
Muslim Americans for 
surveillance because of 
their religion. 

The ACLU files the first legal 
challenge to the NSA’s warrantless 
wiretapping program, charging the 
government’s monitoring of phone 
calls and emails of people inside the 
United States without a warrant is 
unconstitutional.

20061971 2011

After numerous suits by 
the ACLU SoCal, a court 
rules loyalty oaths in the 
University of California are 
unconstitutional.

The ACLU SoCal 
launches a petition 
drive to end the 
House Un-American 
Activities Committee.
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After the ACLU SoCal f i les Vasquez v. 
Rackauckas, a federal court of appeals finds 
that Orange County prosecutors and police have 
violated the Constitution by enforcing a gang 
injunction against some residents but denying 
them the opportunity to challenge it in court.

2013

P o l i c e  P r A c T i c e s
The ACLU has long worked to curb abusive police practices, including racial profiling, illegal spying, and gang injunctions that violate 
an individual’s right to due process. In recent years, it has expanded its focus. From drones, to license plate readers to facial recognition 
systems, new technologies are changing how local police carry out their work. But all too often these new surveillance tools are 
adopted with little or no public discussion and with scant transparency.

The ACLU SoCal and the national ACLU are working to ensure communities across the country aren’t kept in the dark about how 
police departments use these surveillance tools, along with billions of dollars’ worth of federal military equipment many departments 
receive each year. In June 2014, the ACLU published “War Comes Home: The Excessive Militarization of American Police” – a report that 
reveals how law enforcement agencies are increasingly using military weapons and wartime tactics to police communities, especially 
in black and Latino neighborhoods.

The neighborhood of Watts 
explodes in riots following 
a motorist’s arrest by 
the LAPD. Afterward, the 
ACLU SoCal steps in to 
handle some 4,000 citizen 
complaints.  

The Los Angeles Police 
Department disbands 
its Public Disorder and 
Intelligence Division after 
the ACLU SoCal and 
partners demonstrate that 
it has been spying on local 
community organizations 
and politicians.

The ACLU SoCal launches 
a campaign to end 
“DWB” or Driving While 
Black, in which police 
disproportionately stop 
and question motorists 
of color more than white 
drivers.

The ACLU SoCal sues the 
LAPD and the Department 
of Recreation and Parks for 
arresting eight “Food not 
Bombs” workers who were 
feeding and advocating for 
homeless individuals in 
downtown Los Angeles’ 
Pershing Square.
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r e P r o D U c T i v e  J U s T i c e
Though abortion has been legal since 1973, the assault on women’s access to health care has never been more aggressive. Starting in 
2013 more than 300 anti-abortion restrictions have been introduced in state legislatures. But the biggest push has been a Texas law 
— copied by bordering states and beyond — that puts medically unnecessary requirements on doctors and providers, forcing clinics to 
close and restricting access to care for thousands of women. The ACLU has worked across the U.S. to stop such laws and in October 
2014 the Supreme Court blocked portions of the Texas law, keeping the remaining clinics in that state open. And in California we are 
expanding a woman’s access to insurance coverage for contraception and abortion, and improving monitoring of hospital mergers that 
can dangerously restrict a community’s access to reproductive health care.

1966 1973 1981 2012

The ACLU SoCal helps 
defeat an anti-abortion 
measure that would have 
cut Medi-Cal funding 
for reproductive health 
services.

The ACLU SoCal helps 
p a s s  t w o  h i s t o r i c 
reproductive justice bills. 
One measure protects 
medical privacy and the 
second vastly expands 
access to abortion in 
underserved areas of 
the state by increasing 
the pool of authorized, 
qualified providers.

The ACLU’s Norman Dorsen is part of the 
team of lawyers representing the plaintiffs 
in the landmark abortion rights case, Roe 
v. Wade. This case challenges a Texas law 
prohibiting all but lifesaving abortions. The 
U.S. Supreme Court invalidates the law on 
the basis that the constitutional right to 
privacy encompasses a woman’s decision 
whether or not to terminate her pregnancy. 

The ACLU SoCal board votes to oppose 
anti-abortion laws, arguing such 
decisions should be left to individuals. 
Three years later, a state court strikes 
down California’s anti-abortion laws.

1965

The ACLU files a friend-of-
the court brief in Griswold 
v. Connecticut, a landmark 
case in which the U.S. 
Supreme Court strikes down 
a state prohibition against 
the prescription, sale or use 
of contraceptives, even for 
married couples. 



v o T i n G  r i G h T s
More than two dozen states have passed or are considering laws that would make it harder for millions of people — mostly low-income, 
elderly, black, and Hispanic — to vote. From onerous “voter ID” requirements to restricting or eliminating early voting periods, voter 
suppression efforts have been on the rise. But the ACLU has helped block several of these laws, most notably Wisconsin’s oppressive 
Voter ID law. In October 2014 the U.S. Supreme Court stopped officials from requiring ID for the mid-term elections. The fight for voter 
rights continues in Texas, Kansas, Arkansas, Ohio, and Iowa.

The ACLU SoCal and partners win a landmark 
victory in Garza v. Los Angeles County. The 
lawsuit successfully challenges the boundary 
lines of Los Angeles County’s supervisorial 
seats, requiring county officials to redraw 
district lines to ensure that Latinos hold a 
majority in at least one district. 

United States District Judge 
Stephen V. Wilson grants the 
ACLU SoCal’s  request for 
judgment in the Common Cause 
v. Jones suit, a ruling that will 
require California to get rid of its 
“hanging chad” voting machines 
by 2004.

The ACLU SoCal sues the City of Anaheim 
for violating the California Voting Rights 
Act by holding at-large elections that dilute 
the voting strength of Latinos to elect a 
representative of their choice.

The ACLU SoCal endorses 
Proposition 11, which establishes a 
citizen redistricting commission. 
Voters approve the measure.

The ACLU SoCal and partners 
charge the state with 
unconstitutionally stripping 
60,000 recently incarcerated 
Californians of their right to 
vote.
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By providing for the ACLU through their estate plans, members of the DeSilver Society help to ensure that the ACLU will have the means to keep 
advancing freedom well into the 21st century. We gratefully acknowledge the generosity and foresight of these very special individuals.
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Loyola Marymount University,

    Loyola Law School

Sidney & Paula Machtinger

Keith Matthews

Seymour Metzner American Freedoms Fund

Alvin S. & Lisa Michaelson

Weston Milliken

Laurel R. G. Moreno

Jerry & Ann Moss

Tamim Mourad

Munger Tolles & Olson Foundation

Pam Munter & Cheryl Castles

Frederick & Joan Nicholas



Jim Hooker

Veronica Hooks

Scott Hornbacher & M. Paige Fillion

Kirk Hornbeck

Louise Horvitz

Scott House

Nancy Howard & A. Timothy Scott

John Jackson

Eric Raptosh & Peter Jackson

Brian Jaffe

Wendell & Bernice Jeffrey

Matthew Jenkins

John & Laree Caughey Foundation

David & Suzanne Johnson

Joseph & Jacqueline Kirshbaum 

   Memorial Fund

Brian Kabateck

Aleck G. Karis

Masako & Phil Kasloff

Allen Katz & Robert Cooper

Sidney & Helen Katz

Susan and Gregory Kay

Dennis & Joanne Keith

Vera Kenehan

Patrick Kennedy

Khorrami Boucher Sumner Sanguinetti LLP

Mark Kleiman

Jenji Kohan & Chris Noxon 

Karen Kondazian

Judith & Stephen Krantz

Gary Kuris

Nick Labedz

Deb Lacusta & Daniel Castellaneta

John Lagrave

R. G. Wilmot & Alex Lampros

Janet Leahy

Rodney Lehman

Stephen Lesser

Lloyd Levine

Stephen & Nancy Levy

Seth D. Levy & Brian J. Pines

Kim Lewis

Simon & Theresa Li

Gregory Lincoln

James Linderman

Craig Lindsley

Jennifer Listgarten

John Lundberg

Julia Maher

Wendie Malick

Christopher Manatt

Marcia Margolis

Suzanne Marks

Benjamin Mathews

Candace Matson

Media Dynamics, Inc.

Bailey Melton

Sonia Maria Mercado & R. Samuel Paz

Maurice Meysenburg

Gary & Eileen Miller

Jimmy Miller

Douglas Mirell & Laurie Levenson

Edward Moen & Janek Schergen

Julia Moore

Leslie Morgan

James Morgenstern & Linda Dow

Amanda Morrison

Maryanne Mott

Francis Muller & Carol Eliel

Craig Murray

Margaret Nash & Susan Harlow

Earl Pete Nelson & Patrick McEntee

Robert Nelson

Irene Nevil*

Rebecca Layfield Newman

Peter Nichols

Nixon Peabody LLP

Charlie Nixon

Susan North

Jean Nunes & Jean Barlow

Jeanne Oliver

Open Society Institute

John Osher

Ernesto Otero

Nina & Howard Barsky

Cecile Bartman

Laurel Bentley

Alan & Marilyn Bergman

Sylvia Berke*

Michael Berkowitz

Barbara & Arthur Bernstein

Bingham MCCutchen LLP

Michael & Shelli Borkow

Tom Breslin

Bruce Ford Brown Charitable Trust

Christopher Caldwell & Richard Llewellyn

Cathy Carro

Tom Carruth

Alexander Chamberlain

Erwin Chemerinsky & Catherine Fisk

Tom Chow

Susan Clark

James Cohen

Charlie Collier

Alfred Contarino

Jim Cornelius

Donald & Zoe Cosgrove

Creative Artists Agency

Diana & Burt Cutler

Davis Wright Tremaine

James R. Dawson & Wayne P. Flottman

Jennifer DeBolt

Mary Demetree

Caleb & Mary Deschanel

Dickerson Employee Benefits

Doll Amir & Eley LLP

Tim Doscher

Billy Earley

Ruth L. Eliel & William N. Cooney

Ernestine S. Elster, PHD

Ron Emmerson

Thomas Estes

Lauren Eusey & Paul Deal

Herbert & Shirley Feitler

Diane & John Flynn

Christopher Folino

Carol Foster

Bruce Francis

Scott Frank

Bernard Friedman

Sam Garza

David Geffen

William Genego

Mark Geragos

Negar Ghafouri

Jeffrey S. Gilbert

Aaron Glass

Judith Glass

Robert L. Glasser

E. Robert & Audrey Gluck

Danny Goldberg

Marshall & Anne Goldberg

Robert Goldstein

Ethan Goldstine

Madeline R. Goodwin*

Mark Gordon

Ernest Gould

Greenberg Glusker Fields Claman & 

   Machtinger LLP

Paul & Louise Greenberg

Rosalee & George Greenspon

The Grode & Groening Families

Marco Guerrero

Orly Halevy

Jon Hamm

Brenda & Dean Hargrove

Alexandra & Brian Hawkins

Robert Heagy

John Heilman

Lars Helstrom

Judy Hellinger

Carrie Hempel

Janet Hermann

Claire & Robert Heron

Joseph* & Jeannette Herron

Joseph Herron & Patricia Baird

Anita Hirsh

David Homes
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Vernon Andrews . . . . . . . . . . . Building Security

Ahilan Arulanantham . . . . . . . Deputy Legal Director

Zarmine Balasanyan . . . . . . . . Assistant Controller

Marcus Benigno . . . . . . . . . . . New Media Strategist

Peter Bibring . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Director, Police Practices

Oscar Carpinteyro . . . . . . . . . . Building Security

Lucero Chavez . . . . . . . . . . . . Immigrant Rights Attorney

Li Chia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Legal Assistant

Sally Chung . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Educational Justice Research Analyst

Jessica Colburn . . . . . . . . . . . Philanthropy Program Coordinator

Miguel Cruz . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Chapter Manager

Ruth Dawson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Reproductive Justice Fellow/Staff Attorney

Glen Eichenblatt . . . . . . . . . . . Director of Information Systems

Peter Eliasberg . . . . . . . . . . . . Legal Director/Manheim Family Attorney 

                                                 for First Amendment Rights

Belinda Escobosa Helzer . . . . Director, OC & IE Branch Offices

Jennifer Fahey . . . . . . . . . . . . . Special Projects Manager

Jessica Farris . . . . . . . . . . . . . Policy and Advocacy Counsel

Vicki Fox . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Director of Strategic Partnerships & Marketing

James Gilliam . . . . . . . . . . . . . Deputy Executive Director

Amanda Goad . . . . . . . . . . . . . Staff Attorney, LGBT & AIDS Projects    

                                                 of the national ACLU

Melissa Goodman . . . . . . . . . . Director, LGBT, 

                                                 Gender & Reproductive Justice Project 

Sandy Graham-Jones. . . . . . . Deputy Director of Philanthropy

Hal Gunn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Associate Director of Gift Planning 

                                                 of the national ACLU

Mario Guzman . . . . . . . . . . . . . Building Manager

Brendan Hamme . . . . . . . . . . . Staff Attorney

Sheila Harmon . . . . . . . . . . . . . Executive Assistant

Joey Hernández . . . . . . . . . . . Community Engagement & Policy Advocate

Sandra Hernandez . . . . . . . . . Director of Communications

Sandra Ho . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Finance Director

Carmen Iguina . . . . . . . . . . . . . Staff Attorney

Heather Johnson . . . . . . . . . . . Staff Attorney, OC

Michael Kaufman . . . . . . . . . . Staff Attorney

Carol Kaye . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . HR Coordinator

Jason Köhler . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Director of Database Operations & 

                                                  Membership Services

Christian Lebano . . . . . . . . . . . Office Manager/Paralegal

Victor Leung . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Staff Attorney 

Esther Lim . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jails Project Director

Maricela Lopez-Krulak . . . . . . Senior Paralegal

Elvia Meza . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Director of Community Engagement

Luis Nolasco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Community Engagement & Policy Advocate, IE

Michelle Ochoa . . . . . . . . . . . . Paralegal, OC

Meegan Lee Ochs . . . . . . . . . . Special Events Director

Samuel Parker . . . . . . . . . . . . . Intake Coordinator

Jennie Pasquarella . . . . . . . . . Staff Attorney

Jessica Price . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Staff Attorney

Ramona Ripston . . . . . . . . . . . Executive Director Emeritus

David Sapp . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Director of Education Advocacy/Legal Counsel

Brenda Smith . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Legal Librarian

Geneva Tien . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Senior Paralegal

Katie Traverso . . . . . . . . . . . . . Stanford University Legal Fellow

Hector Villagra . . . . . . . . . . . . . Executive Director

Catherine Wagner . . . . . . . . . . University of Texas Legal Fellow

Julie Weinstein . . . . . . . . . . . . Director of Philanthropy

Adrienna Wong . . . . . . . . . . . . Staff Attorney, IE

Clarissa Woo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Director of Policy Advocacy

Brett Parchert

Donald & Shana Passman

Alexandra Paul & Ian Murray

Steven Persky

Peter Spelman & Stephanie Tainsky

Jonathan Poneman

Susan Potterat

Paula Poundstone

John Powers & Sandi Tan

Rajesh Prabhakar

James & Elizabeth Ralston

Bryan Redcay

Kenneth Resser

Vern Richards

Anne Richardson & Tom Bryant

Catherine Rinaldi

Jay Roach

Felicia Rosenfeld & David Linde

Lee E. Bailey & Dr. Linda Rosenstock

Dean Graham Ruby

Anthony Saidy

Jennifer Salvatore

Santa Monica Art Studios

Carlo & Susan Sarmiento

David Schwartz & BethAnne Yeager

Nell Scovell & Colin Summers

Annette Sedey

Elliott Sernel

Edward & Helen Shanbrom Family Fund

Betty & Stanley K. Sheinbaum

Shout! Factory

Beverly Shulman

Alby Silvera

Brian S. Smith PhD

Douglas Smith

Will Smith & Jada Pinkett-Smith

Tom Smuts

Southwestern School of Law

Fred Specktor

Arnold Spielberg

Harris Sprecher

Squid & Squash Foundation

Stars Road Entertainment

Richard Startz

Judith & Richard Stiehm

Julie E. Stindt

Max Stolz

Robert & Joan Sugar

C. William Sundblad

Joseph Sweeney

Lois Tandy

Warren Tarmas

Carol Tavris

Connie Y. Tcheng

Jan Thompson

Roger & Christine Thornton

Joey Tine

Lawrence Title

Elizabeth Trebow

UCLA School of Law

Sterling Van De Moortel & Flavio Semas

Maria Vecchiotti

Martine & Paul Verhoeven

Hector & Ramona Villagra

Vyacheslav Samarkin

Warner Bros.

Nancy E. Warner, M.D.

Carl Webb

Craig Weintraub

Marc Winkelman

Andrea Wintroub

Stephen Wishny

Tracy Wittrock Poulos

Michael & Diane Wondolowski

Peg Yorkin

Rosemary Zoppo

*Deceased 

Every effort has been made to ensure 

accuracy and we apologize for any errors 

or omissions. Please send corrections to 

annualreport@aclusocal.org. Thank you.
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Susan Adelman
Javier Beltran 
Rev. Walter Contreras
Rev. Norman Copeland
Antonette Cordero
Yasmin Cornelius
David Cruz
Christina Fialho
Mary Ellen Gale
Nancy Greenstein
Ellen Greenstone
Larry Gross 
Isabelle Gunning
Rev. Sarah Halverson
Reed Hamzeh
T.J. Hill
Shelan Joseph
Rabbi Jonathan Klein
Michael S. Klein
Roger L. Kohn

Shari Leinwand 
Douglas E. Mirell 
Wendy Mitchell
Adam Murray
Robert Nelson
Kris Ockershauser
Sanjukta Paul
R. Samuel Paz
Dick Price
Ameena Mirza Qazi
Michael Rapkin
Anne Richardson
Stephen F. Rohde
Reem Salahi 
Marvin Schachter
Nat Segaloff
Ahmed Sheikh
Jennifer Sheppard
Rev. Jerald Stinson
Marla Stone

Chapter Elected 
Board Members:

Joanna Amador
Rita Henry
Elaine Wang Meyerhoffer
Cheryll Roberts
Ken Ronney
Ronald St. John
Andree Weger

ACLU OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

OFFICERS

Antonio Brown, President

Shakeel Syed, Vice President

Connie Tcheng, Secretary

Karriann Hinds, Treasurer

Gary Williams, Affirmative Action Officer

Rebecca Avila, National Board Rep

BOARD MEMBERS
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Bonnie Abaunza
Steven D. Ades
Aris Anagnos
Judy Balaban
Jay Boberg
Frank Broccolo
Antonio Brown
Hannah Cannom
Louis Colen 
Jeffrey J. Douglas
Amy Doyle
Leo Frumkin 
Mary Ellen Gale
Richard Gibbs 
Danny Goldberg
Elliot Gordon
Ellen Greenstone 
Elyse Grinstein 
Barry Hirsch
Kirk Hornbeck

Stacy Horth-Neubert
Shawn Khorrami
Roger L. Kohn
Jacob Kreilkamp 
Dennis Lavinthal
Norman Lear 
Suzanne Lerner
Seth Levy 
Roger Lowenstein
Sidney Machtinger 
Gary Mandinach
Steven Markoff
Donna Melby
Beth Sieroty Meltzer
Alvin Michaelson
Douglas E. Mirell 
Jarl Mohn
Jerry Moss
Rozann Newman
Fred Nicholas

Rick Nicita 
Tom Ortenberg
Stephen F. Rohde 
Ellen Schneiderman
Steve Schnur
Stanley K. Sheinbaum
Alan Sieroty 
Stephen Smith
Alan Smolinisky
Fred Specktor
Barbra Streisand 
Kate Summers
Connie Tcheng
John Ulin
Bruce Whizin
Sara Widzer
Jon Wiener
Olivia Wilde 
Kristin Zethren

ACLU FOUNDATION OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

OFFICERS

Shari Leinwand, Chair

Susan Adelman, Vice Chair

Richard Barry, Vice Chair

Chic Wolk, Chief Financial Officer 

Sherry Frumkin, Secretary

BOARD MEMBERS

The ACLU of Southern California is comprised of two separate corporate entities, the American Civil Liberties Union and the ACLU Foundation, each with its 
own board of directors.  Although both the American Civil Liberties Union and the ACLU Foundation are part of the same overall organization, it is necessary 
that the ACLU have two separate organizations for the ACLU to do a broad range of work in protecting civil liberties. This report collectively refers to the two 
organizations under the name “ACLU SoCal,” though litigation is handled exclusively by the ACLU Foundation and lobbying by the ACLU. 



We need your generous partnership to ensure the protection of civil rights and civil liberties for all Southern Californians, and 
those across the nation. Our work, affecting millions of people nationwide, is made possible through the support of philanthropic 
activists who stand with us for justice, freedom, and equality.

THERE ARE SEVERAL WAYS YOU CAN STAND WITH THE ACLU:

ADD YOUR VOICE. 
Join with more than 30,000 members in Southern California and the 500,000 ACLU members and supporters across the nation! 
Annual membership costs $35 ($50 for a joint or family membership) and connects you to one of the largest advocate networks 
in Southern California and the nation, allowing you to support our lobbying work.

INVEST IN THE ACLU. 
Partner with the ACLU Foundation by making a tax-deductible contribution to help fund our litigation, public education and 
community engagement work. Honor or remember a loved one by making your investment a tribute gift.

LEAVE YOUR LEGACY. 
Join other members of the ACLU DeSilver Society in providing for the ACLU of Southern California in your estate plans.
	 •		Designate	the	ACLU	as	the	beneficiary	for	part	or	all	of	your	estate,	through	your	will.
	 •		Name	the	ACLU	as	a	beneficiary	on	your	insurance.
	 •		Start	an	annuity	plan	that	pays	you	income	in	exchange	for	your	gift	of	$10,000	or	more.

Your donations have a national impact, since your gift is shared with smaller ACLU affiliates in states where some of the most 
egregious civil rights and civil liberties violations occur, and there is little financial support for their defense. Thank you!

For more information about investing in the ACLU, becoming a member or charitable estate planning, 

please call: 213.977.5263 or visit www.aclusocal.org/ways-to-support-the-aclu/. 

The ACLU Foundation of Southern California is a 501 (c) (3) organization, making your contributions tax-deductible. Membership dues, however, and other 
contributions to the American Civil Liberties Union are used to support our lobbying efforts and are therefore not tax-deductible. Many donors choose to give 
to both, to maximize their impact on the defense of fundamental rights.

s T A n D  f o r  J U s T i c e  –  s T A n D  W i T h  T h e  A c l U
FINANCIAL OvERvIEw
ACLU FOUNDATION OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

FINANCIAL OvERvIEw
ACLU OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

SUppORT & REvENUE     TOTAL  pERCENT   
A. Individual Contributions/Events  2,191,829   37%   
B. Court Awarded Fees     817,017   14%   
C. Restricted Foundation Grants  1,314,415   22%   
D. Interest & Other**     502,760     9%   
E. Bequests*  1,086,571   18%     
   
ExpENSES     TOTAL  pERCENT   
A. Program Services  4,001,786   75%   
B. Management & General Operations    664,350   12%   
C. Fundraising     687,783   13% 

SUppORT & REvENUE     TOTAL  pERCENT   
A. Membership*     671,802   52% 
B. Events     315,293  24%
C. Restricted Union Grant       35,280    3%
D. Interest & Other       20,645    1%
E. Bequests**     257,342   20% 
         
        
ExpENSES      TOTAL  pERCENT   
A. Program Services     927,945   75% 
B. Fundraising     100,138     8%  
C. Management & General Operations    215,114   17%   

FOOtnOtE:
  
the national ACLU Foundation’s 
revenue share of incentive 
income totals $678,609. 
 
*the national ACLU Foundation’s 
revenue share of bequests 
totals $518,350. 

**Includes distribution of 
$46,192 from the Watson 
Endowment, $35,213 from 
trust for the Bill of Rights.  
   
Grants awarded to the 
ACLU Foundation are 
restricted and earmarked 
for specific projects.  

All figures provided are audited at time of publication. Complete, audited financial statements for 
the year ending March 31, 2014 by Sanders Kalvin McMillan Carter, LLP, may be obtained by writ-
ing to the ACLU SoCal at 1313 W. 8th Street, Los Angeles, CA 90017.    
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FOOtnOtE:
  
*Represents net of sharing 
with the national ACLU of 
dues and contributions.  
 
**the national ACLU’s 
revenue share of bequests 
totals $45,133.  
 



The government of the United States is built on two basic principles: (1) majority rule through democratic elections; and (2) protection of 
individuals from any attempts by the majority to curtail individual liberties and rights, as spelled out in the Constitution and Bill of Rights.

The Constitution and Bill of Rights set the ground rules for individual liberty, which include the freedoms of speech, association and 
religion, freedom of the press, and the right to privacy, to equal protection of the laws and to due process of law.

The ACLU was founded to defend and secure these rights and to extend them to people who have been excluded from their protection.

O U R  W O R K  C A N  B E  C AT E G O R I Z E D  A S  F O L L O W S :

FIRST AMENDMENT 

The rights of free speech, free association, and assembly, freedom of the press and 

religious freedom, including the strict separation of church and state.

EQUAL PROTECTION

 The right not to be discriminated against on the basis of certain classifications, such as race, 

sex, gender, religion, national origin, sexual orientation, age, disability, etc.

DUE PROCESS

The right to be treated fairly, including fair procedures when facing accusations of criminal conduct or other 

serious accusations that can lead to results like loss of employment, exclusion from school, denial of housing, 

cut-off of certain benefits or various punitive measures taken by the government.

PRIVACY

 The right to a zone of personal privacy and autonomy.

GROUPS AND INDIVIDUALS THAT CONTINUE TO STRUGGLE FOR CIVIL LIBERTIES

 The extension of all the rights described above to those who are still fighting for the full protections of the Bill of Rights, 

including women, immigrants, the poor, people of color, transgender people, members of minority religions, people 

with disabilities, lesbian, gay, or bisexual people, the homeless, prisoners, and children in the custody of the state.

WE ACCOMPLISH THE ABOVE BY LOBBYING, PUBLIC EDUCATION, AND LITIGATION.

SUPPORT US 
www.aclusocal.org     facebook.com/ACLU.SoCal     @ACLU_SoCal
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