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To say that this has been an eventful year for the ACLU of Southern California would be 
an understatement. When Ramona announced that she will step down next February 
after leading our organization to unprecedented growth, innovation and success for 38 
years, we all needed a moment to catch our breath. It truly means that an era is ending 
and a time of transition has begun. Nevertheless, we were impressed and gratified as 
our organization maintained its broad and vigorous efforts on behalf of civil liberties 
and civil rights throughout 2009-10, and even took them to new heights.

This year we were in the chambers of the U.S. Supreme Court, for example, to argue an 
important case concerning government favoritism toward religion – and protect key turf 
on that issue. We defended the free-speech rights of an Army veteran who took on the 
Veterans Administration, too. And we filed ground-breaking lawsuits to protect basic 
education for all students in California, holding accountable government agencies that 
have failed to meet their responsibility for ensuring that fundamental right.

With Arizona pursuing its blatantly unconstitutional racial profiling law on immigrants, 
we lent our strong support to the national ACLU in filing suit to overturn it, mindful of 
our successful battles here in California to prevail over Prop. 187 and uphold the LAPD’s 
Special Order 40. Meanwhile, we also fought to protect the rights of immigrants this 
year by ending FBI delays in processing citizenship applications, enabling hundreds of 
people to finally have the chance to become Americans. We co-wrote a widely publicized 
report on shameful conditions inside immigration detention facilities nationwide, and 
brought an abrupt halt to the practice of imprisoning immigrants under unsanitary and 
unlawful conditions in an infamous facility in downtown Los Angeles. In perhaps the 
year’s most heart-rending case, we also won long-overdue freedom for two men with 
mental disabilities who were lost in immigration detention for years. 

Against a national backdrop, we hit the streets and contacted legislators as part of a 
concerted fight for health care reform. We’re deeply disappointed that the package 
passed by Congress included hurdles for women to obtain abortion coverage, but we 
believe that the legislation is nevertheless a historic step toward better and more equal 
access to health care for all Americans, and we won’t rest in pushing for improvements 
as health care reform evolves.

Meanwhile, we forged ahead on the issue of LGBT equality. In a case that attracted national 
media attention, our Orange County office won a far-reaching settlement to end a culture 
of sexism and homophobia that school officials had allowed to flourish at a high school  
in Corona del Mar.

A new LAPD chief, Charlie Beck, was appointed this year, and addressed the Foundation 
board not long afterward, raising hopes that he will continue with the reforms initiated 
by his predecessor. Nevertheless, we continue to keep a close eye on police practices 
and especially the potential for racial profiling, as evidenced by our preliminary win in 
a lawsuit over police raids -- conducted under the pretense of sanitation and licensing 
inspections -- at African American barbershops in the Riverside area.

In these and other ways, it has been a year of milestones for the ACLU/SC. Despite 
our accomplishments, though, we know well that much remains to be done. State 
budget cuts are threatening to seriously erode or even end programs that protect the 
poorest and most vulnerable Californians. And the Obama administration continues to 
disappoint those of us who champion civil liberties and civil rights, too often following 
the corrosive policies of its predecessor on issues of privacy and national security, 
among others.

There is no more effective organization in the country to right these wrongs than the ACLU. 
There is none that has the kind of influence we do on such a broad range of important 
issues, either. Check out the stories we have to tell in this latest edition of our annual 
report; we’re confident that the more you know about us, the more you’ll understand  
what an amazing organization this is. And once you’ve read about us, please consider a 
donation or raising your level of support in any and every way possible. Liberty, justice 
and equality depend on us all.
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u Peter Eliasberg on the steps of the Supreme Court of the United States  
after arguing Salazar v. Buono. it was Eliasberg’s first appearance before the 
high court.

alazar v. Buono landed before the Supreme Court of the 
United States on Oct. 7, 2009, argued by Peter Eliasberg, our  
managing attorney and Manheim Family Attorney for First 
Amendment Rights.

The case centers on an 8-foot-tall Latin cross atop Sunrise Rock in the 
Mojave National Preserve, originally erected in 1934. Our involvement  
began in 1999, when Frank Buono, a practicing Catholic, former assistant 
superintendent of the preserve and ACLU member, brought the cross to 
our attention. His concern: an overtly sectarian religious symbol on federal 
land represented unconstitutional favoritism toward a specific religion,  
violating the First Amendment’s Establishment Clause. He felt it should be 
removed. We agreed.

A lengthy exchange of sternly-worded letters between the ACLU and the 
National Parks Service began in October, 1999. When that process failed to 
produce a constitutionally acceptable result, in 2001 we filed suit. 

Up to the day Eliasberg made his debut in front of the Supreme Court, we 
had won every major court action in the case. We also had the support of a 
range of military veterans and veterans’ associations. Even so, we expected 
an uphill battle,  partly because a majority of the justices has shown a far 
narrower view of the Establishment Clause than we believe is proper, and 
partly because this is a complicated case dealing with many issues. 

Arguments before the Supreme Court addressed whether Congress’  
transfer to private owners of the small parcel of land containing the cross 
remedies the Establishment Clause violation found by the lower courts. 
The ACLU argued that transferring the land to the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars does not cure the government’s unconstitutional endorsement of one  
religion over another.

The Mojave cross is one of only 49 congressionally designated national war 
memorials. Despite its defenders’ claims that it commemorates all war 
dead and veterans, or that it honors all veterans 
of World War I, the Latin cross is unquestionably 
a Christian symbol, making it an inappropriate  
national memorial to all veterans. The cross sends 
the message that the military values the sacrifices 
of Christian soldiers over those of non-Christians, 
particularly in light of the parks service’s denial 
of requests to erect shrines for other religions on 
the property. The closely watched case divided the 
nation as well as the Supreme Court. Six justices 
wrote different opinions on the case.

The narrowly-focused, 5-4 decision handed down 
this spring overturned thelower court’s order 
enjoining the land transfer, on the grounds that 
the wrong legal standard was used as basis for 
invalidating the transfer, and sent the case back 
to lower court. 

However, Justice Anthony Kennedy’s plurality 
opinion suggested the court might be prepared to 
depart significantly from the traditional separation 
of church and state enshrined in the Constitution. 
The opinion stated that the Constitution “does not 
require the eradication of all religious symbols in 
the public realm,” and that a Latin cross “is not 
merely a reaffirmation of Christian beliefs.” 

This stance was not shared by Justice John Paul Stevens, who wrote in 
his dissent that the cross “is not a universal symbol of sacrifice,” but 
“the symbol of one particular sacrifice, and that sacrifice carries deeply 
significant meaning for those who adhere to the Christian faith.”

Meanwhile, the court’s complex decision rejected the government’s  
argument  that Buono did not have “standing” to bring the case, on 
the grounds that that issue was resolved by the lower courts in 2004.  
As a result, the Supreme Court’s ruling does not affect private citizens’ 
ability to challenge the constitutionality of religious displays on  
government property in the future – a key mechanism through which the  

ban on government endorsement of religion is 
enforced. “We’re disappointed that the court  
did not simply affirm the district court’s ruling 
that the land transfer was impermissible, but 
we’re encouraged that the case is not over,” 
Eliasberg said. 

Closer to home, we continue to oppose the 
unlawful and divisive use of sectarian prayers 
at official government meetings of any kind, and 
will continue to oppose voterapproval of a ballot 
measure supporting religious prayers at the 
start of Lancaster City Council meetings.

Concern over the issue began last summer, when 
we were alerted to the city’s practice of opening 
council and other government meetings in the 
city with sectarian prayers. We sent a letter 
to Lancaster’s mayor and council members 
calling for them to desist. The city responded 
by putting a nonbinding measure on the ballot 
asking the voters to approve the city’s practice. 
The measure passed by a large margin.

 “In a constitutional democracy such as the 
United States of America, some basic rights 
are protected by the Constitution and cannot be 
determined by a vote,” Eliasberg said. “We are 

deeply concerned about the direction Lancaster city leaders have taken 
in calling for and supporting this ballot measure. No court in the land 
has ever approved a city’s attempt to specifically authorize sectarian 
prayers prior to city meetings. 

In his first appearance before the U.S. Supreme Court, Managing Attorney Peter Eliasberg argued powerfully 

that a cross in the Mojave National Preserve does not commemorate veterans of all faiths. His separate 

warning  to the Lancaster City Council over sectarian prayers before meetings addressed another instance 

of government endorsement of a specific religion – a violation of the First Amendment. to the Lancaster City 

Council over sectarian prayers before meetings addressed another instance of government endorsement of 

a specific religion – a violation of the First Amendment.

>>> C h u r C h  a n d  S t a t e

juStiCe SCalia: (The cross) is erected as a war 
memorial. i assume it is erected in honor of all 
of the war dead. The cross is the most common 
symbol of the resting place of the dead…What 

would you have them erect? Some conglomerate 
of a cross, a Star of David, and you know, a Moslem 

half moon and star? 

peter eliaSberg: Well, Justice Scalia, if i may go 
to your first point. The cross is the most common 
symbol of the resting place of Chris¬tians. i have 

been in Jewish cemeteries. There is never a cross 
on a tombstone of a Jew. (Laughter.) So it is the 

most common symbol to honor Christians. 

SCalia: i don’t think you can leap from that to the 
conclusion that the only war dead that that cross 

honors are the Christian war dead. i think that’s an 
outrageous conclusion. 

eliaSberg: Well, my point here is to say that 
there is a reason the Jewish war veterans said we 

don’t feel honored by this cross; it is a religious 
symbol of another religion.

at the u.S. Supreme Court 
oCtober 7, 2009
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Our nation has a long and rich tradition of welcoming 
immigrants, and offering those who meet requirements for 
citizenship into the ranks of proud Americans. But imagine 
that you have applied for citizenship and are looking forward 
eagerly to the day when you can take the oath of allegiance, 

only to be forced to wait for years for a decision because your application 
has disappeared into an administrative black hole. 

That’s the situation hundreds of applicants from the Los Angeles, Santa 
Ana, and San Bernardino areas found themselves in when the FBI was 
unable to process routine background checks. We filed a class-action 
lawsuit in 2007 to remedy this outrageous situation, and this year we 
forged a settlement with the U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration Services that will enable these 
immigrants -- along with thousands of others 
-- to finally get a chance to become Americans. 

“The naturalization process has been a 
nightmare for so many permanent residents 
who did everything right to become citizens 
of this country,” said Jennie Pasquarella, 
staff attorney with the ACLU/SC. “Many spent 
thousands of their hard-earned dollars and 
pored over endless documents, only to be met 
with red tape at every corner. This restores 
the dream of citizenship and ensures that the 
government will be accountable.” 

 As part of the settlement, naturalization data 
will be provided so that the ACLU/SC and its 
partners in this effort – the National Immigration 
Law Center, the Asian Pacific American Legal 
Center and the law firm of Munger, Tolles 
& Olson – can monitor to ensure this level of 
backlog does not happen again.

Another black hole in the immigration system swallowed two men with 
mental disabilities, who vanished into detention for years without a 
hearing. When the outrageous story of Jose Antonio Franco Gonzalez, 
29, and  Guillermo Gomez-Sanchez, 48, came to our attention, we took 
immediate action, working in partnership with the Public Counsel Law 
Center and Casa Cornelia Law Center. 

Franco suffers from mental retardation severe enough that he doesn’t 
know his own age or birthday, and cannot tell time or dial phone numbers. 
Though a judge administratively closed his case in 2005 after deciding 

Franco could not understand the proceedings, immigration authorities 
refused to release him or send him to a hospital. Instead, they continued 
to detain him, at taxpayer expense, at various facilities. He was never given 
a bond hearing to determine if he presents a danger that would justify 
his prolonged detention, or whether his detention was even appropriate in 
light of his disability.

Gomez-Sanchez, also detained since 2005, has been diagnosed with para-
noid schizophrenia. An immigration judge administratively closed his case 
for two-and-a-half years after the Department of Homeland Security failed 
to administer a psychiatric evaluation of him. When the case was reopened 
in June 2008, a judge ordered Mr. Gomez-Sanchez released on a $5,000 

bond. But attorneys for the DHS challenged 
the bond order, even though Mr. Gomez-San-
chez was found to be neither a flight risk nor 
a danger to the community, and an appellate 
immigration court agreed with the govern-
ment.

Franco and Gomez-Sanchez are only the tip 
of the proverbial iceberg. An estimated 15 
percent of all immigration detainees have a 
mental disability, yet there are no standard 
procedures in place to resolve cases in which 
a detainee is ruled incompetent.

“These men were punished for having a mental 
disability,” said Ahilan Arulanantham, ACLU/
SC director of immigrant rights and national 
security. “Nobody tracked their cases, or 
even knew why they were detained. It’s a 
nightmare no family should face, but many 
will unless there’s true detention reform that 
creates standards to deal with individuals with 
mentally disabilities.”

Our lawsuits on behalf of the two men, filed this spring in U.S. Federal 
District Courts in Southern California, charged that the government 
deprived them of their constitutional right to due process, and violated 
both the immigration statute under which they were detained and federal 
discrimination laws designed to protect people with disabilities. Five days 
after filing, the men were released from custody into the care of their 
families. Both were placed on electronic monitoring and will be given 
treatment in community health centers. 

“We have waited five years for this moment,” said Ruben Franco, brother 

An estimated 15 % of  

all immigration detainees 

have a mental disability, 

yet there are no standard 

procedures in place  

to resolve cases in which 

a detainee is ruled 

incompetent.

u Maria Franco embraces 
her son, Jose Antonio Franco 
Gonzalez, a mentally disabled 
man, upon his release from 
immigration and Customs 
Enforcement detention after 
five years, as his father 
Francisco Franco looks on. 
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of Jose. “This was such a long struggle that nobody should have to go 
through.”

Targeting shocking conditions in immigration detention centers nationwide, 
over the summer we also released “A Broken System: Confidential Reports 
Reveal Failures in U.S. Detention Centers,” a report based on 18,000 
documents that were previously confidential. It’s the first report of its kind, 
and received wide media attention.

The report exposes the conditions suffered by hundreds of thousands of 
people housed in detention centers around the country, where they are 
too often subjected to capricious enforcement of policies with no effective 
oversight.  We collaborated with the National Immigration Law Center and 
the law firm of Holland & Knight, LLP to produce the report, which offers 
policymakers specific recommendations for improvements.

A basement facility in downtown Los Angeles where U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement housed immigrants without soap, drinking water, 
toothpaste, toothbrushes, sanitary napkins, changes of clothing or showers 
became the subject of a separate lawsuit that we filed this year.

The B-18 facility was originally intended to be a temporary space, where no 
one would be held for more than 12 hours. But instead it became part of a 
shell game, with detainees shuttled for weeks and even months between 
its filthy, overcrowded space and local jail facilities. Often detainees would 
be awakened in the middle of the night to be moved. They were also denied 
access to basic services all detention centers must provide, such as 
outdoor recreation, mail, and the right to make phone calls, which are of 
course critical to mounting a defense, not to mention staying in touch with 
family members.

Working with the National Immigration Law Center and the law firm of 
Paul, Hastings, Janofsky and Walker LLP, we reached a settlement with 
ICE that providesbasics, such as sanitary supplies, water and writing 
materials, to detainees. It also largely ends shuttling them back and forth in 
an attempt to do an end-run around rules prohibiting long-term detention. 
The agreement prohibits the agency from holding detainees for more than 
12 hours on any given day or over two consecutive days, subject to limited 
exceptions, and requires ICE officials to allow lawyers to meet with their 
clients there. In addition, it enables us to walk through the facility in order 
to monitor the government’s continued compliance with our agreement.

“This settlement eliminates the unacceptable conditions that existed and 
restores detainees’ dignity and their right to due process,” Arulanantham 
said. “It is one step, but an important one, in correcting our severely broken 
immigration detention system nationwide.”

>>> i m m i g r a n t S ’  r i g h t S

As Arizona’s un-American racial profiling law took front 

and center in the immigration debate, we threw our support 

behind the National ACLU’s efforts to overturn it, mindful 

 of similar battles in California that we successfully fought 

in prevailing over Prop. 187 and upholding the LAPD’s 

Special Order 40.

For over 13 months, the ACLU of Southern California 
campaigned on behalf of Naji Hamdan, an American 
citizen and former resident of Hawthorne, who was 
tortured and imprisoned for more than a year in the 
United Arab Emirates at what appears to be the behest of 
the United States government. 

This fall, after a trial filled with troubling issues, including 
hearings behind closed doors and the use of  a so-called 
confession obtained through torture, Hamdan was found 
guilty on unspecified terrorism-related charges and 
sentenced by the judge there to 18 months time served. 

Shortly afterward, the U.A.E. finally released him from 
prison and he was deported to Lebanon.

“i am grateful to everyone that has stood by my side 
during this difficult time. i can’t tell you how horrific the 
conditions were and the immense personal and physical 
toll i have suffered,” Hamdan said from his home in 
Lebanon. “But just because i am safe now does not mean 
that others are. My story is destined to repeat itself if the 
Obama administration does not put an end to this practice.”  

Although we are grateful for 
Mr. Hamdan’s release, we 
continue our advocacy efforts 
to learn more about the 
U.S. government’s policies 
concerning “proxy” detention 
by foreign governments of 
Americans abroad. 

u Ahilan Arulanantham, ACLU/SC director of  
       immigrants’ rights and national security.

u naji hamdan and his son.

naji hamdan update
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The ACLU of Southern California has earned national acclaim for its track record of successfully 
pursuing complex litigation to ensure better education for all students. This year was no exception. Two 
of our cases – one protecting low-income schools from devastating cutbacks, the other  challenging the 
appalling conditions within Los Angeles County probation camps – broke fresh ground. 

ven a child knows that it’s wrong to make it hard for her to learn. 
Sharail Reed, an 8th grader at Markham Middle School inWatts, 
wants to be a psychologist or lawyer when she grows up, and she’s 
already working hard toward that goal. She’s part of a program 
in her school for top students hoping to become the first in their 

family to attend college. 

As a plaintiff in our latest effort on behalf of disenfranchised students, she’s 
also standing up for her constitutional right to be provided the resources for 
a basic education as good as anyone else’s, regardless of socioeconomic 
status.

Markham is one of three Los Angeles Unified School District middle schools 
devastated by budget cuts that disproportionately decimated their teaching 
staffs. While many schools around the state lost no teachers due to the budget 
crisis, more than half of the teaching staffs at Markham, Gompers (also in 
Watts) and Liechty (in Pico-Union) lost their jobs as permanent teachers. 

The layoffs caused educational efforts at the schools to fall below the state 
constitutional guarantee that all students will receive a basic education 
consistent with prevailing statewide standards. At Liechty, fully 72 percent of 
the teachers received layoff notices; at Markham, the layoffs included almost 
the entire English department along with every 8th grade history teacher.

Reed has had nine different substitute history teachers in one year. She’s so 
ashamed of her poor knowledge of the subject that she tries to hide it when 
hanging out with friends from other schools. 

“I don’t want this to happen to somebody else,” she said. “It’s not fair for my 
school to lose so many teachers. It feels like everyone else is learning except 
for us. It feels like we’re a lower-class school and like we’re not as thought 
about as other schools. When it comes down to it, we all want to learn but 
when we don’t get the opportunity to learn, we’re left with nothing.”

The ACLU of Southern California, working with the Public Counsel Law Center 
and the law firm of Morrison & Foerster LLP, swung into action on behalf 
of the students. Our class-action lawsuit sought a preliminary injunction 
preventing the state or LAUSD from laying off teachers at the three schools 
for the 2010-11 school year. Among other things, the lawsuit also seeks a 
permanent injunction directing the state and LAUSD to allocate funds and 
oversight that will enable the three schools to develop an effective and stable 
faculty for more than 5,000 current and future students.

“At a time when California is already 46th in the nation in per-pupil spending 
-- and is about to drop lower -- our state and school district have chosen to 

balance their budgets by decimating the teaching corps at schools which 
serve nearly exclusively students of color from low-income families,” said 
Mark Rosenbaum, chief counsel for the ACLU/SC. “Every student knows that 
you don’t reform a school by removing great teachers. If government can bail 
out the bankers of Wall Street, then it can bail out the children of Watts and 
Pico-Union.”

In May, Superior Court Judge William F. Highberger granted our request for 
an injunction, preventing LAUSD from laying off teachers at the three schools. 
In his ruling, Highberger stated what we knew all along: that California’s 
education code allows school districts flexibility in laying off teachers in 
order to comply with constitutional requirements to provide equal education 
to all students.

“The ruling carries on the ideals of Brown v. Board, that no child may be 
deprived of the right to learn,” Rosenbaum said.

In another major effort this year to ensure 
educational equality, we filed a ground-
breaking suit against the Los Angeles 
County Probation Department and top 
county education officials on behalf of youth 
too often discarded or ignored by society.

The federal class-action, filed in U.S. District 
Court in Los Angeles, charges that county 
personnel have completely failed to provide 
students at the Challenger Memorial Youth 
Center with basic and appropriate education, 
denying them the legally mandated 
rehabilitative program intended to prepare 

them to re-enter society and the work force. We were joined in this effort by 
the Public Counsel Law Center, the Disability Rights Legal Center and the 
National ACLU.

Comprised of about six camps and a single school, Challenger, located in 
Lancaster, is the county’s largest juvenile p robation camp. The shocking 
truth of the educational offerings to the 650 incarcerated there was revealed 
during our months-long investigation. 

Instead of educating the youth, administrators and teachers essentially ran 
a labor camp. Sometimes they threw worksheets under the door of students’ 
cells in lieu of classroom instruction; often they denied all educational 
services when children asked for help or to use the restroom; and they 
systematically denied students access to appropriate instruction and the 
required minimum school day.

One of our clients spent less time in class than he did  as part of a work 
detail weeding the grounds, collecting trash, and painting and fixing broken 
sprinklers. His instructor at Challenger routinely allowed a probation camp 
employee to pull him out of class for these and other menial tasks.

Yet, knowing that he was functionally illiterate, the teacher routinely gave 
him answers so he could pass required state tests. And the county billed the 
state for reimbursement during the student’s work hours, claiming to have 
provided him with full-time educational instruction.

“The conscience-shocking practices at Challenger are among the most 
egregious failures to deliver education and rehabilitative services to 
incarcerated youth ever documented in the nation,” Rosenbaum said. 
“The lives of these young people matter, yet the county is releasing them 
in conditions which all but assure their failure to meaningfully reintegrate, 
having been denied even a semblance of an education for years upon years. 
This is a system out of control, with no accountability and no concern for the 
children under its charge.’’

After the case was filed and received considerable media attention, the 
parties began serious and confidential talks aimed at reaching a resolution 
of systemic deficiencies. Those discussions have been fruitful to date, and 
we’re hopeful that progress will be announced soon. 

u Eighth-grader Sharail reed, a plaintiff in our landmark education lawsuit 
over teacher layoffs at three urban schools, wants to go to college but is 
frustrated to have so many substitute teachers who can’t or don’t teach.

>>> eduCational equality for all

u Mark rosenbaum,  
        ACLU/SC chief counsel
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As one of the largest ACLU affiliates in the nation, we have long been on the forefront of working 
to secure LGBT rights. In Orange County, we took on a heartbreaking case in a high school where 
homophobia was so rampant, and administrator response so inadequate, that some students felt 
free to threaten others with impunity.

e secured a major victory this year on behalf of students 
at Corona del Mar High School, where the failure of 
school officials to take action allowed a culture of 
homophobia and sexism to flourish, generating national 
media coverage. 

Events began in the spring, with the decision of school officials to 
cancel the high-school version of  “Rent,” a long-running and wildly 
popular Broadway musical about a group of impoverished young artists 
struggling to pursue their work under the shadow of HIV/AIDS. Though 
officials quickly reversed themselves in the wake of widespread, negative 
media attention, their initial action revealed a troubling atmosphere at  
the school.

Students who protested the cancellation of “Rent” by peacefully wearing 
rainbow buttons had them confiscated by school officials. One of the 
actresses in the play, Hail Ketchum, then a senior, was targeted with 
videotaped rape and death threats posted online. The school’s response 
was inadequate and inappropriate. Hail was forced to change her schedule, 
classes and routines in order to avoid her harassers.

“The threats, intimidation and slurs directed toward students on the 
basis of gender and sexual orientation at Corona del Mar High School are 
part of a growing sexist and homophobic environment there that school 
administrators could have – and should have – stopped,” said Hector 
Villagra, ACLU/SC legal director. “Instead, these school officials amplified 
the hostile atmosphere by sending the message that the harassers can act 
with impunity, and by telling students who were the targets of threats and 
bullying that they would have to find ways to avoid it.”

Our lawsuit against the Newport-Mesa Unified School District and officials 
at Corona del Mar High School charged that female, lesbian, bisexual, 
gay and transgender students were at risk in the school, where sexist 
and homophobic remarks were common, and administrators did little to 
intervene. We charged that students faced discrimination on the basis 
of sexual orientation or gender, violating the 14th Amendment to the  
U.S. Constitution, Title IX and California safe schools laws.

The settlement, reached in the fall, provided major protection for future 
students. There will be mandatory training sessions for administrators, 
teachers and students, guided by the Orange County/Long Beach regional 
office of the Anti-Defamation League. The training will focus on the harmful 

impact of sexual discrimination and harassment, as well as on federal law 
and district complaint protocols to be followed whenever anyone experiences 
discrimination or harassment based on sex, sexual orientation and gender 
identity. District managers, school-site administrators, principals and 
assistant principals were assigned to 8-hour programs, while teachers, 
staff and students at Corona del Mar got two 2-hour sessions during the 
current school year. 

As part of the settlement, Hail received a personal written apology from 
the district. 

“I hope that other students will learn from my experience that it is possible 
to stand up for what is right and to prevail,” she said.  “I’m happy that the 
settlement provides the school with a road map of how to address situations 
like this more appropriately.”

We also supported the National ACLU’s fight  in another high-profile case of 
LGBT discrimination. High school senior Constance McMillen courageously 
spoke outwhen her  high school cancelled its prom rather than allow her 
to attend with her girlfriend and wear a tuxedo. After meeting with officials 
from Itawamba Agricultural High School, parents then set up a secret 
prom for the class and sent McMillen to a decoy prom that was attended 
by a handful of students.

This spring the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Mississippi 
issued a preliminary ruling in McMillen’s case, stating that school officials 
violated her First Amendment rights when it canceled the high school 
prom rather than allow her and her girlfriend to attend. The court stopped 

short of ordering the school to put the school prom back on the calendar, 
relying on assurances that a new, alternative, “private” prom being planned 
by parents would be open to all students, including McMillen. When that 
turned out not to be the case, the ACLU filed an amended complaint. 

The case generated a firestorm of media attention. A Facebook page 
set up by our national office around the theme “Let Constance Take Her 
Girlfriend to the Prom” generated hundreds of thousands of followers in a 
matter of weeks. 

Meanwhile, McMillen took her story to the national media, including talk-
show host Ellen DeGeneres, who zeroed in on details of how the teen 
pursued her complaint over unequal treatment. 

“So then you called the ACLU to help you,” DeGeneres said.  
“Yeah, they are very awesome,” McMillen responded.

u Karyl Ketchum and Michael Wiggins, parents of former Corona del Mar 
 high School student hail Ketchum.

“

“

i hope that other students will learn from my experience  
that it is possible to stand up for what is right and to prevail.

>>> Standing up for lgbt rightS>>> eduCational equality for all
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or more than a year, 67-year-old Robert Rosebrock, a U.S. Army 
veteran, organized demonstrations in front of the Veterans 
Administration property in west Los Angeles to  protest a plan 
by the VA to convert the 16-acre site into a public park.

As part of the protests, he and other veterans hung an American 
flag right side up on the fence bounding the property to draw the attention 
of passersby. But during the summer of 2009,they began hanging the flag 
upside down to signify their view that the property was in distress and that 
its transfer would endanger veterans. Rosebrock soon began receiving 
citations from the VA police, followed by an e-mail from Lynn Carrier, 
associate director of the West Los Angeles Veterans Administration 
office. Rosebrock “may not attach the American flag, upside down, on VA 
property,” Carrier wrote, because “this is considered a desecration of the 
flag and is not allowed on VA property.,”

That’s when the ACLU of Southern California stepped in. 

Peter Eliasberg, Manheim Family Attorney for First Amendment Rights, 
wrote a letter on Rosebrock’s behalf in December that outlined the ACLU/
SC’s free-speech concerns. Within days the U.S. Attorney’s Office dropped 
its action against the veteran, followed soon after by a formal dismissal 
order signed by a federal judge.

Unfortunately, that didn’t end the campaign of selective harassment 
against Rosebrock and his fellow veterans. Even after the judge’s order, 
VA police still removed his flags, depending on how they were displayed. 
This spring we filed suit in federal court against the VA for continuing its 
unconstitutional policy of denying this Army veteran’s free-speech rights.

”The VA has shown a basic misunderstanding of the meaning of the First 
Amendment of the Constitution, the very document that Mr. Rosebrock and 
other veterans have served in the military to protect,” Eliasberg said. “The 
government cannot say it’s OK to hang the flag one way but not another 
just because the latter expresses a message that the government does not 
approve of.”

In Costa Mesa, we joined a coalition that filed suit on behalf of the Asociacion 
de Jornaleros de Costa Mesa, whose members were unable to peaceably 
advertise their need and availability for employment in the city’s public 
areas due to an anti-solicitation ordinance.

Costa Mesa’s ordinance prohibits any person standing on a sidewalk or 

other public area from soliciting employment, business or contributions 
in any manner deemed to be intended to attract the attention of traveling 
vehicles. Aimed primarily at day laborers, it subjects them and other 
solicitors to a fine of $1,000 and imprisonment up to six months. It also 
happens to violate day laborers’  rights under the First and Fourteenth 
Amendments of the U.S. Constitution, and is so sweeping that it bans 
school children from holding car wash signs on the street, and prevents 
struggling businesses from using sign spinners.

In fact, under the ordinance, a person standing on a sidewalk waving an 
American flag while shouting “Support the troops!” at passing vehicles 
would not be in violation. But schoolchildren on that same sidewalk waving 
an American flag while shouting, “Car wash for five dollars!” would be 
subject to prosecution. In other words, the legality of the speech allowed 
depends on the message or content of that speech. Such content-based 
speech restrictions in the public sphere are unconstitutional.

Within days of filing suit, the city of Costa Mesa agreed to place a moratorium 
on enforcement of the ordinance, pending a decision by the U.S. 9th Circuit 
Court of Appeals on a challenge to a similar anti-solicitation ordinance in 
the city of Redondo Beach.

“It shouldn’t have taken a lawsuit for the city to understand that this 
ordinance was constitutionally questionable,” said Belinda Escobosa 
Helzer, ACLU/SC staff attorney. 

Our partners in this effort were the Mexican American Legal Defense and 
Education Fund and the National Day Laborer’s Organizing Network.

When a Vietnam War-era veteran was told by the Veterans Administration that he couldn’t 

hang the American flag upside down to protest VA policies, we rushed to defend his right to 

criticize government officials and their decisions – a key goal of the First Amendment.  

We also stepped in to defend the right of day laborers to solicit work in Orange County. 

>>> f r e e  S p e e C h

u robert rosebrock, left, organized a longrunning 
series of peaceful protests against plans to use 
Veterans Administration property in Brentwood for 
non-veteran purposes. 

u Bottom: Belinda Escobosa helzer, an ACLU/SC 
staff attorney in our orange County office, discusses 
our challenge to an unconstitutional ordinance in 
Costa Mesa. 

u rosebrock, above, is joined by fellow veteran 
Larry Kegel during a Sunday protest. Veterans come 
from as far away as the inland Empire to participate 
in the weekly actions.
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Our field team spent as much time on the streets advocating through picket lines and  

direct educational outreach as they did in conference rooms, developing strategy with our 

coalition partners. Here are a few highlights of their many efforts this year.

>>> f i e l d  d e p a r t m e n t

in January, our field team  

joined coalition partners for  

no retreat! no Surrender! a theatrical 

rally in East L.A. drawing attention 

to the pressing need for health care 

reform. Clarissa Woo, ACLU/SC policy 

manager, played the role of a private 

insurance company lobbyist determined 

to protect the status quo. to view the 

full photo set, visit our Flickr page, 

www.flickr.com/photos/aclu_socal

A

Miguel Angel Cruz Angeles, ACLU/SC 

field and policy associate, and Elvia Meza, 

ACLU/SC field manager, during a lunch hour 

outreach and education action at the intersection of 

Vermont and Wilshire in Los Angeles. We are part 

of the Stop the Cuts! coalition urging that vital and 

needed health care, education and social services 

for the elderly, disabled and poor not be slashed as 

part of California’s budget crisis.

C

A significant victory in the Clean  Car Wash Campaign came in october,  
when Gov.Schwarzenegger signed AB 236  into law. But our work with coalition partners  to secure economic justice for car wash workers did not end. Within days our field  team was out protesting in front of Celebrity Car Wash in hollywood, demanding that  its owner provide a safe environment for workers. here, a private ambulance is  directed around our picket line by a  Celebrity Car Wash employee. to view  the full photo set, visit our Flickr page,  www.flickr.com/photos/aclu_socal

B

A

C

B



ACLU OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA10

Our work on criminal justice covers a broad range of issues. This year we focused 

key efforts on the death penalty and a case of racial profiling.

>>> C r i m i n a l  j u S t i C e

our orange County office has achieved 
a string of important victories since 
being permanently established in fall, 
2005. this ever-growing and diverse 
region is a hotbed of challenges to civil 
rights and civil liberties, particularly 
in the areas of immigration law and 
immigrants’ rights.

immigrants – both documented and 
undocumented – are among the most 
vulnerable members of our society. 
Some have come to the United States 
fleeing extreme poverty or persecution, 
and most are simply seeking a better 
life for their families. But a pervasive 
post-9/11 climate encouraging mistrust 
of others, along with all manner of 
purported security measures, has added 
to the vulnerability of the immigrant 
community, pushing many further 
into the shadows. More individuals 
are denied their most fundamental 
rights and, in turn, access to full social, 
economic and civil litigation.

We’ve gone to bat repeatedly in orange 
County on behalf of mostly immigrant 
day laborers who solicit work on the 
street. As documented elsewhere in 
this report, for example, the city of 
Costa Mesa halted enforcement of its 
anti-solicitation ordinance this year in 
response to our lawsuit.

Building on our immigration work, we 
are now focusing on reshaping the public 
debate regarding local enforcement of 

federal immigration laws, especially in 
orange County. We want to help provide 
law enforcement agencies with the 
tools they need to promote community 
policing, while also providing community 
and advocacy organizations that serve 
immigrants with the tools they need to 
address enforcement issues. As always, 
we will continue to hold the government 
accountable for violations of federal 
and state statutory and constitutional 
rights of immigrants in the context of 
enforcement activities.

the ACLU/SC has also conducted 
community education in the form of 
“Know Your rights” presentations 
and trainings, and routinely provided 
technical support to other organizations 
trying to address problems faced by 
immigrant communities. We’ve helped 
host several statewide immigrant rights 
conferences bringing lawyers, advocates 
and community organizers together 
to share best practices and develop 
effective strategies to address statewide 
problems. And we are key participants 
in the Statewide Enforcement Working 
Group, a sub-committee of immigrant 
rights activists developed from those 
conferences, to coordinate efforts and 
share resources.

our orange County office will continue 
its leadership role on these and other 
efforts on behalf of all immigrants in 
California.

he ACLU of Southern California expanded its commitment to 
abolishing the death penalty by hiring our first professional 
organizer in nearly a decade to be devoted solely to death penalty 
issues in California. “The system of state-sanctioned killing is 
expensive, biased and error prone,” said ACLU/SC Executive 

Director Ramona Ripston. “This move comes as the ACLU/SC and its 
partner ACLU affiliates in Northern California and San Diego ratchet up 
their longtime campaign to end the death penalty,”

James Clark, former coordinator of Georgians for Alternatives to the Death 
Penalty, will undertake a major organizing effort in Southern California 
aimed at raising awareness among the public and legislators that the death 
penalty is costly, unjust, ineffective as a crime deterrent and inhumane. He 
will launch education campaigns and help unite and focus the many groups 
that oppose the death penalty on timely advocacy efforts.

We have been increasingly active on this issue in recent months. In the winter 
the ACLU/SC helped get the word out about the new execution protocol 
developed by the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation, 
and more than 12,000 people from throughout the state and beyond submitted 
comments to the agency. The revised lethal injection plan does very little 
to address the serious problems that are endemic to California’s system of 
death. 

This spring we partnered with our Northern California affiliate to release 
Death in Decline ’09, a report showing that while death sentences are declining 
nationwide – reaching the lowest levels in 2009 since the death penalty was 
reinstated in 1976 – California sent more people to death row than ever 
before. Shockingly, Los Angeles, Orange and Riverside counties accounted 
for 83 percent of all California death sentences last year. Our tireless efforts 
educating and campaigning to end this egregious, unjust practice continue.

At the same time, in Riverside County’s Moreno Valley, we achieved partial 

success in obtaining justice for 
a group of black barbershop 
owners who were victims of racial 
profiling. 

In the spring of 2008, armed 
Moreno Valley police officers 
accompanied by state barbering 
and cosmetology inspectors 
burst into five barbershops and 
carried out searches reminiscent 
of narcotics raids, even though 
the supposed reason for the 
inspections was to check on 
sanitation and licensing. Only 
barbershops owned and heavily 
patronized by African Americans 
were targeted for these 
“inspections.”

We filed suit in the spring of 2009, and reached a settlement with the California 
Board of Barbering and Cosmetology in December. The board adopted a formal 
policy against racial discrimination, and developed a new one specifying that 
the board’s inspection activity is not to be used as a pretext for any other 
law-enforcement purpose, either by the board or another agency. The latter 
is a key part of the settlement; it will help to prevent police across the state 
from using business or health inspections by this board as a way to get 
around the constitutional requirement for search warrants. No settlement 
has been reached with the Moreno Valley Police Department, which is run 
by the Riverside County Sheriff’s Department, and the lawsuit against those 
defendants continues.

Seyfarth Shaw LLP is our partner in this case.

u ronald Jones was victimized 
when Moreno Valley police, acting in 
conjunction with the California Board 
of Barbering and Cosmetology, raided 
his barbershop as part of a series of 
racially-targeted, warrantless actions 
on barbershops owned and patronized 
by African Americans.

Every year, California’s 650,000 farm 
workers face a daily risk of death and 
illness from toiling in stifling summer 
heat. At least 11 have died from heat-
related illness since 2005. But state 
officials have failed in virtually every 
possible way to create a system to 
protect these workers, who provide 
90 percent of the labor for the largest 
agricultural industry in the nation. 

this year we filed a landmark lawsuit 
against the state and its occupational 
Safety and health Standards Board 
(Cal/oShA) for failing to live up to their 
constitutional and statutory duties to 
protect the safety of farm workers. 
our legal action came swiftly on the 
heels of a proposed new emergency 
standard by Cal/oShA) to address the 
threat of heat-related illness to farm 
workers and other outdoor laborers – 
a proposal that was totally inadequate 
and only underscored the state’s 
failure to provide an effective system 
to protect the workers on whom 
California’s huge agricultural industry 
depends.

the state’s existing, deficient heat 
safety regulations are enforced 
exclusively through Cal/oShA, even 
though that agency has no practical 
ability to do the job. in 2008, Cal/oShA 
conducted only 750 inspections among 

approximately 35,000 farms statewide 
– and found that nearly 40 percent 
had violated mandatory heat safety 
regulations. Yet the agency routinely 
imposes paltry fines even for serious 
violations and deaths, fails to collect 
fines it does impose, and allows 
enforcement actions to be tied up in 
appeals processes that often delay 
penalties for years.

in other words, the state’s system is 
so full of loopholes that compliance 
is effectively optional, and employers 
flout the law with impunity. Cal/
oShA must do its job and ensure that 
employers provide farm workers with  
access to adequate shade, water and 
rest breaks. 

our work on this issue continues in 
conjunction with our partners from 
the ACLU of San Diego and imperial 
Counties, and the law firm of Munger, 
tolles & olson LLP.

orange County

u Francisco Farfan,  farm worker.

heat
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>>> w h a t  w e  d o  & 
h o w  w e  d o  i t

W E  A CCO M P L i S H  T H E  A B O V E  B y  LO B B y i N g , 

P U B L i C   E D U C AT i O N   A N D   L i T i g AT i O N .

THE gOVERNMENT OF THE UNiTED STATES iS 

BUiLT ON TWO BASiC PRiNCiPLES:

 1.  majority rule through democratic elections; and  

 2.  protection of individuals from any attempts by the 

majority to curtail individual liberties and rights, as 

spelled out in the Bill of Rights.

The Constitution and Bill of Rights set the ground rules for 

indivdiual liberty, which include the freedoms of speech, 

association, and religion, freedom of the press and the right 

to privacy, to equal protection of the law and to due process  

of law.

OUR WORk CAN BE CATEgORizED AS FOLLOWS:

First Amendment. The rights of free speech, free association, 

and assembly, freedom of the press and religious freedom, 

including the strict separation of church and state.

Equal Protection. The right not to be discriminated against on 

the basis of certain classifications, such as race, sex, religion, 

national origin, sexual orientation, age, disability, etc.

Due  Process. The right to be treated fairly, including fair 

procedures when facing accusations of criminal conduct or 

other serious accusations that can lead to results such as loss 

of employment, exclusion from school, denial of housing, cut-

off of certain benefits or various punitive measures taken by  

the government.

Privacy. The right to a zone of personal privacy and autonomy.

Groups and individuals that continue to struggle for civil liberties. 

The extention of all the rights described above to those who are 

still fighting for the full protections of the Bill of Rights, including 

women; immigrants; the poor; people of color; transgender 

people; members of minority religions, people with disabilities, 

lesbian, gay or bisexual people; the homeless; prisoners, and 

children in the custody of the state.

>>> h o w  y o u  C a n 

h e l p

The ACLU of Southern California needs your help in 
protecting the civil rights and civil liberties of all 
Southern Californians. This important work is made 

possible by thousands of members and supporters across 

the region. These generous individuals comprise an 

unparalleled force of activists and philantropists, unified 

in their commitment to civil rights and civil liberties.

T H E R E  A R E  M A N y  W Ay S  y O U  C A N  S U P P O R T  T H E 

A C L U  O F  S O U T H E R N  C A L i F O R N i A :

Become an ACLU member. Add your voice to the more than 

50,000 members in Southern California and 500,000 ACLU 

members across the nation! Annual memberships cost 

$25 ($30 for a joint or family membership) and connects 

you to one of the largest activist networks in Southern 

California, allowing you to support our lobbying work. Call 

213.977.5222 or join via our website: www.aclu-sc.org

Become an ACLU Foundation of Southern California 

supporter. The ACLU Foundation of Southern California 

depends on contributions, both large and small, to fund 

the dozens of legal cases and public policy campaigns 

it is engaged in each year. The ACLU Foundation of 

Southern California is a 501(c)(3) organization, making 

your contributions tax deductible. For more information, 

call 213.977.5289.

Your contributions can be made in cash, by check or credit 

card, in stock or bonds, and can be made in honor of 

someone else through a ‘tribute gift.’

Call 213.977.5222 for more information.

Designate the ACLU Foundation as a beneficiary in  

your will. Join other members of the ACLU DeSilver 

Society in providing for the ACLU of Southern California in 

your estate plans. 

yOU CAN:

   • Name the ACLU as a beneficiary on your insurance.

   • Designate the ACLU as the beneficiary for part or 

      all of  your estate.

    • Start an annuity plan that pays you income in exchange  

     for your gift of $10,000 or more.

FOR MORE iNFORMATiON ON CHARiTABLE ESTATE 

PLANNiNg, PLEASE CALL 213.977.5206.

Your contributions make twice the impact. All Foundation 
contributions (unless otherwise designated) are shared 
with the National ACLU in support of smaller ACLU affiliates 
in states where there is little support for defending civil 

liberties and civil rights.
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A C L U  O F  S O U T H E R N  C A L i F O R N i A

the ACLU joined the fight for gay rights in the 1960s as a natural  
extension of its commitment to speak for all those denied equal 
treatment before the law. now, four decades later, the ACLU 
maintains one of the nation’s largest dockets of cases concerning  
the rights of lesbians, gay men bisexuals, transgender people and 
those living with hiV/AiDS disease. to acknowledge the generosity 
and commitment of friends who have helped advance this historic  
civil rights struggle, the ACLU Foundation of Southern California  
has established the PriDE PArtnErShiP. We are deeply grateful  
for this crucial support.
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   Veronica Zerrer
Jay S. Dunitz and  
   Carol E. Sutherland
Craig W. Dusenberry
Wilfried Eckhardt
Beth Edwards

David Eidenberg
Ruth L. Eliel
Hector Elizondo
Daphne Elliott
Grace E. Emery
Gary D. Enders
Joan Engelhaupt
Renee Epstein
Kenneth J. Erickson
Genevieve Ellis Estes
Garold and Joyce Faber
Laurence D. Fechter and  
   Thomas Stansbury
Warren A. Felt
Edward L. Ficken
Mona Field
Vasanti F. Fithian
Florence Flam
Michael F. Fleming
Debra Fogarty
Charles S. Frazier
Dennee F. Frey
Dr. Chris Friedman
Alan L. Friel
Leo and Sherry Frumkin
Mary Ellen Gale and  
   Robert D. Savard
Warren Garfield
Mary Garst
Phyllis Gebauer
Evelyn G. Gendelman
Donald and Vita Germain
Lynn Gigy
Ghita D. Ginberg
Elaine A. Gismondi
Judith and John Glass
Marie and Robert L. Glasser
Charles and Neva Glenn
Marvin and Sherna Gluck
Claude P. Goodrich
Glenn A. Goodwin
Madeline and Eugene Goodwin
Malcom S. Gordon
Ron L. Gordon
William Gould
William B. Graham
Ruth and Sy Grassman
Phillip and Gloria Greenblatt
Nancy Greenstein
Diana Grilli
Harold Gunn and J. K. Strader
Robert G. Hahn
Vincent Hamon
Brice Harris
Diane L. Hart
Sarah B. Hearon
John Heilman
Robert S. Helfman
Donald M. Herman
Margery Hinds
Eileen Holden
Richard A. Hudson
Roberta A. Hunter
Errol Jacobs and Richard Miles
John J. Jeffries
Nancy Jenkins
Joan H. Johnson
Jack A. Jones
Doris DeHardt Kagin
Rosa F. Kaplan
Aleck Karis
Susan Karo
Geraldine Karpel
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Katz
Harriet Katz
Sidney and Helen Katz
Jacob Kazanjian
Nikki Keddie
Edward L. Keenan II
Lydia M. Kendall
Geri M. Kenyon
Stephen S. Kern
John F. Kimberling
Ruth A. Kissane

Roger L. Kohn
Diane Kravif
Gerson Kumin
Howard J. Kumin
Sherrill Kushner
Iona Kusmiak
Murray Lamishaw
R. V. Langford
Pat Lau and Don Miller
Norman and Lyn Lear
Roni S. Lebauer
Sandra Joy Lee
Mary A. Lehman
Shari Leinwand
Donna Leslie-Dennis
Eugene Lessner
John A. Lewis
Lisa Lichtenstein
Minna R. Liebman
Alvin A. Lindenauer
Steven J. Loesch
Jess L. Lyons
Natalie and Victor Magistrale
Michael R. Maher
Roz E. Mandelcorn
George Manet
Sylvia and Jerome Manheim
Rayner W. Mann
John Mason
Faye Nuett Mayo
Laureen McCoy
Jeannette McFarland
Stephen McGrath  
   and Sandra Sigurdson
*Ron McGraw
Robin Meadow
Herbert and Karin Meiselman
Isa-Kae Meksin
Sara Meric
Richard Miles
Faye S. Miller
Jeanette Miller
Barbara Milliken and Jack Prichett
Wendy Mitchell and Andrea Horwatt
Patricia C. Mock
Jane Morton
Steve Moses
Janet B. Mostafa
William D. Mulholland
Darrell and Sherrie Neft
Helen Negoro
Earl Pete Nelson and  
   Patrick McEntee
Irene Newman
Molly Norman
Eleanor L. Norris
Stanley Nugit
Jeffery A. Nunes
Paul O’Grady
Dr. Silas O’Quinn and  
   Nathan K. Smith
Miriam Okrand
Robert M. Ornstein
Stuart Oskamp
Judith Osmer
Carolyn Pacheco-Hill
Robert W. Pann
Claude and David Paulsen
*Max Palevsky and Jodie Evans
Richard L. Peterson
Jerome and Nancy Pine
Rev. Jeanne A. Powers
Daniel and Leila Price
Edith S. Quevedo
Allan Rader
Michael and Marlene Rapkin
Kenneth L. Rappaport
Fred and Marlene Ray
Helen Relin
Daniel Renberg and  
   Eugene Kapaloski
Tracy K. Rice
Ramona Ripston
George B. Roberts

William Roe
Stanley Rogers
Stephen F. Rohde and  
   Wendy Herzog
Cheri Rosche
Bette M. Rosen
Alan Rosenberg and  
   Harry Drasin
Arthur Rosenstein
Iris Rosenthal
Michael J. Rozsa
William B. Rubenstein
Selma Rubin
Matilda H. Rummage
Craig Sandberg
Virginia Saville
Joan Schuman
Dorothy H. Scott
Eleanor Seegman
Kermit Seehawer
Lucille and Richard Seeley
Betty W. and  
   Stanley K. Sheinbaum
Drury Sherrod and  
   Arden Reed
Alan Sieroty
Barbara Simon
Charles Simon
Melvin S. Sloan
Edith J. Smith
Eunice Smith
Vernon N. Smith
Alan Smolinisky
Harry Snyder
Maxine Sonnenburg
Karl Sowa and Steve Busby
Eleanor R. Spezell
M. Neil Spidell
Norma Sporn
Jerry Spray
Leland R. St. John
Milton and Judith Stark
M. Greg Stathakis
Evelyn Stern
Max Stolz
Jacqueline Strain and  
   Shawn Duval
Eddie Stramm
Gaby E. Stuart
John and Sheila Suarez
Janet Switzer
Fusako Takeda
Carol Tavris and Ronan O’Casey
Teresa Thompson
Alan Toy
George Tucker
Howard G. Tucker
Michele and Sid Turkish
Joan Tyson
Tom and Janet Unterman
Haj Uyehara
Victoria Vaughan
Richard A. Walker
Lawrence and Bettine Wallin
Shirley H. Ward
Leila M. Waterhouse-Edwards
Daniel Weinstock
Shirley Weisman
Ira Werner
Ethel J. Williams
Gary and Melanie Williams
Donald E. Wolf
Myron Wolfe
Ronald Wolff
Alice Wolfson
Ovadya Yesodi
Constantin Yiannacopoulos
Elisabeth Zall
Harry Ziegler
Eugene C. Zubrinsky
Mollie Zucker
Darrell Zwerling

the battle for civil liberties is never won. We know that the Bill of rights is subject to attack and the ACLU must be prepared to defend it during these 
critical times. By providing for the ACLU through their estate plans, members of the DeSilver Society help to ensure that the ACLU will have the means to 
keep defending freedom well into the next century. We are pleased to acknowledge the generosity and foresight of these very special women and men.
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Susan Adelman and Claudio Llanos
Richard and Monique Barry
California Community Foundation
Lou Colen
Norman Felton and Denise Aubuchon
Leo and Sherry Frumkin
James and Christine Keegan
Roger L. Kohn
Norman and Lyn Lear
Camryn Manheim
Jerome & Sylvia Manheim
Karl Manheim
Lisa Manheim
Steven and Jadwiga Markoff
Dr. Richard and Marilyn Mazess
Wendy and Barry Meyer
Jarl and Pamela Mohn
MTV Networks
Michael Piuze
Edith J. Smith
Amy Morgan Summers
Kate and Andy Summers
Tom and Janet Unterman
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation
Chic Wolk and Kristin Zethren
Ruth Ziegler

Aris Anagnos
Leo Branton, Jr.
Beth Burnam and Michael Greene
Frieda R. Caplan
Roberta Conroy
Jeffrey J. Douglas and Hyun Im
Equal Justice Works
Larry and Liz Flynt
Eric Fredricksen
Jim Gauer
Madeline and Eugene Goodwin
Stanley and Elyse Grinstein
*Michael Hannon
Sidney Harman
Hugh Hefner
Sam and Judy Hellinger
Michael-Ann Herring & James Phelps
Eileen Hess
Marvin and Betty Hoffenberg / 
    Sidney Stern Memorial Trust
Judith Israel
Loeb & Loeb, LLP
The Magidson Family
John and Dinah Mason
Beth Sieroty Meltzer and David Meltzer
Seymour Metzner American Freedoms 
Fund 
Laurel R. G. Moreno
Jerome and Ann Moss
Munger, Tolles & Olson LLP
Frederick and Joan Nicholas
*Max Palevsky and Jodie Evans
Richard and Robin Parker /  
   The Sunflower Foundation
Michael and Marlene Rapkin
Richard Rosenzweig and Judy Henning
Alan Sieroty
Alan Smolinisky
Streisand Foundation
Warner Bros. Entertainment
Bruce Whizin
Martin, Samantha, and Sara Widzer
Jon Wiener and Judy Fiskin
Werner and Mimi Wolfen

Salim Adaya
The Angell Foundation
Judd Apatow
Joyce O. Appleby
Atlantic Records
Attias Family Foundation
Ira and Alberta Bilson
Frank and Carol Biondi
Jay Boberg and Alison Cooper
Capital Group
Electronic Arts
Mary Ellen Gale and Robert D. Savard
Brian and Bina Garfield
Richard and Addie Gibbs
Bob and Audrey Gluck
Danny Goldberg
Dr. Kate E. Goldberg
Paul Goldenberg
Ellen Greenstone

Dean and Brenda Hargrove
Mr. and Mrs. David Hart
Barry and Carole Hirsch
Hondacura Palace, Inc.
Dr. Louise Horvitz
Allan and Dorothy Jonas
Mitchell Kaplan and Marilyn Jones
Gregory and Susan Kay
Mark Kleiman and Stefanie Fletcher
Shari Leinwand
Suzanne L. Lerner
Kalman and Eve Loeb
Roger Lowenstein and Barbara Corday
Sidney and Paula Machtinger
Manatt, Phelps & Phillips, LLP
Linda Ellman and Gary Mandinach
Suzy Marks
Reneltje Martin-Morrison
Keith Matthews
Sheila McCoy
Robin Meadow
Myron Meisel and Carol Bahoric
Richard Meyer
Alvin S. Michaelson, Esq.
Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy, LLP
Cindy Miscikowski
Howard and Lorraine Moody
NBC Universal, Inc.
Richard Nicita and Paula Wagner
Robert M. Ornstein
Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker, LLP
Lars Perkins and Susan McConnell
Jeanne Phillips
Judy Balaban Quine
Andrea Rich
David W. Rintels and Vicki Riskin
The Rosenfeld/Linde Family
Brian Rosenstein
Carlos Schonfeld
Betty W. and Stanley K. Sheinbaum
Skadden Arps
Sony ATV Publishing
Eleanor Spezell
M. Neil Spidell
W.S. Scharff Family Foundation
Warner Brothers Records, Inc.

Janis Adams
Steven Ades and Laurie Levit
AEG Live - Concerts West
AFTRA
Frank and Olfet Agrama
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP
Kirsten W. Albrecht
Alston & Bird, LLP
Nancy A. Aossey
John G. Avildsen and Tracy Swope
Russell Avery
Lee E. Bailey and Dr. Linda Rosenstock
Alison Baird
Virginia Baker
Phillip Bates
Ralph and Elizabeth Begley
Clark Benson and Jennifer Polenzani
Alan and Marilyn Bergman
Barbara E. Bernstein
James L. Biltchik
Sat and Dusty Bisla
R. W. Blood
James Bradley
Sanford and Jane Brickner
Scott Burleigh and Patricia Griffith
Matt Burrows
California Healthcare Foundation
California Teachers Association
John Callas
Mr. Leonard Campbell
Horace B. Cates Jr.
Mark A. Caylor
Robert Chartoff and Jennifer Weyman
Joel Cohen
Robert and Shirley Conger
Kathleen and James Cowie
Patricia Cox
Nancy Cunningham
W. D. and Dorothy Currier
Susan Zoe Dales
David Bohnett Foundation
Dr. Eric Harris Davidson
Glenn DeKraker
Mr. Carl E. Dickerson
James Downey
Jack and Dorothy Edelman
Kristen Edwards

Ruth Eliel and Bill Cooney
Hector Elizondo
Elizabeth and Phillip Lee Ellis
Ernestine Elster
Eve Ensler
Perla Eston and Fred Fudacz
Bob Estrin
Lois Evans
Herbert and Shirley Feitler
Vasanti and Joel Fithian
Mitra Fiuzat
Jewel-Ann Flint
Jason and Wendy Flom
Richard and Shari Foos
Samuel B. Freeman
Benjamin Freiwald
Lawrence J. Friedman
Jack and Sylvia Gabriel
Eugene Garcia
David Geffen
Aaron Glass
Judith and John Glass
Goldring, Hertz, Lichtenstein &  
   Haft, L.L.P.
Elliot and Sheila Gordon
Greenberg Glusker Fields Claman  
   & Machtinger LLP
Rosalee and George Greenspon
Isabelle R. Gunning and  
   Pamela E. Snowden
Hadsell Stormer Keeny Richardson  
   & Renick LLP
Jane Hartwell
Robert Hellwarth
Lars V. Helstrom
Buck Henry
Gunter and Elizabeth Herman
Claire and Robert Heron
Jeannette and Joseph Herron
Joseph Herron and Patricia Baird
Kenneth B. Hertz
George Homsy
Robert Hossley and Brenda Ross
Richard A. Hudson
Don Ienner
Ms. Arline Inge
Audrey M. Irmas
Dr. David B. Jackson
Shilpa Jain
Peter Jay
Dr. Wendell and Dr. Bernice Jeffrey
David and Renee Kaplan
Aleck G. Karis
Samuel Karp and Janie Tyre
Ivanna Kartarahardja
Phil and Masako Kasloff
Helen and Sid Katz
Zuade Stacie Kaufman
Kaye, Scholer, LLP
Edward M. Keiderling
Dennis and Joanne Keith
James Kincaid
Winrich E. Kolbe
Marvin Krakow and Anita Siegman
Richard Kurland
Deb Lacusta and Daniel Castellaneta
John Lagrave
Latham & Watkins LLP
Dennis Lavinthal and  
   Ellen Schneiderman
Lionel Lerner
Robert Levine
Stephen and Nancy Levy
Linda Lichter and Norman Marck
Loyola Law School
R. Duncan Luce
Ed Harris and Amy Madigan
Julia Maher
Marshall and Marcia Margolis
Derick Martini
Rachel May / John and  
   LaRee Caughey Foundation
Douglas McGrath and Jane Martin
Ross Merrin
Wendy Mitchell and Andrea Horwatt
James Morgenstern and Linda Dow
Morrison & Foerster LLP
Maryanne Mott
Trisha Murakawa and Warren Wong
Myman, Abell, Fineman, Greenspan,  
   & Light LLP
David Nail
Margaret Nash
Earl Pete Nelson and Patrick McEntee
Irene Nevil
Diane Sawyer and Michael Nichols

Richard Norton and  
   Stephanie Rasines
Michael O’Connell
Gregory O’Kelly
Kristin Ockershauser Dunn
Norman Oliver
Jean Oppenheimer
Randy P. Orlik
Amy and Daniel Palladino
Gregg Perloff
Steven Persky and Dina Silver
Frank R. Pierson and  
   Helene Szamete
Sarah Pillsbury and Cliff Wright
Jonathan Poneman
Rajesh Prabhakar
Edith Quevedo
James and Elizabeth Ralston
Rebel Management
Dr. Elke Rechberger
Gabriella Redding
Edward Redlich and  
   Sarah Timberman
Rhino Entertainment
Tracy Rice
Anne Richardson and Tom Bryant
Ramona Ripston
Anthony Rodgers
Stephen Rohde and Wendy Herzog
Ellen Rothenberg
Dean Graham Ruby
Anthony Saidy
Sol Saks
Elena Salij
Susan C. Sall
Jay and Linda Sandrich
Margaret Sawyer
Leonard D. Schaeffer
David Schwartz and Beth Anne Yeager
Seyfarth Shaw, LLP
John Shackelford
Robert Shahn
Dr. Edward and Mrs. Helen Shanbrom
Holly Shapira
Michael I. Sidley, Esq.
Alby Silvera
Brian Smith
Douglas Smith
Carol Sobel and Roderic Gorney
Jocelyn and Ken Solomon
Southern California District  
   Council of Laborers
Fred Specktor
Justice Vaino Spencer
Rita Spiegel
Arnold M. Spielberg
Mildred and Royce Stauffer
Ralph J. Staunton
Joyce Stephenson
Julie E. Stindt
Max Stolz, Jr.
Oliver and Chong Stone
Joan and Robert Sugar
C. William Sundblad
John Swift
Thomas Tatum
Carol Tavris and Ronan O’Casey
The Friendship Fund
The Recording Academy
James Thomas
Jan Thompson
Roger Thornton and  
   Christine Thornton
Elizabeth A. Trebow
Troutman Sanders LLP
Jon Turteltaub
Roy Ulrich
Drs. Stephen and Gwen Uman
United Talent Agency
Universal Music Group
Sterling Van de Moortel
Van Der Hout, Brigagliano  
   & Nightingale, LLP
Martine and Paul Verhoeven
Carl Webb
Andrea Weiss
John and Marilyn Wells
Rita Williams
Irwin and Margo Winkler
Robert Wintroub
Missy Worth
Virginia Wulff
Leopold S. Wyler
Mr. Ovadya Yesodi
Neil and Pegi Young
Steven and Elizabeth Zaillian

M A J o r  D o n o r S

>>> OUR SUPPORTERS

PrESiDEnt’S CoMMittEE

JUStiCE CoMMittEE

LiBErtY CoUnCiL
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Although there is some overlap in the work done by each organization, certain 
activities the ACLU of Southern California does to protect civil liberties must be done 
by one organization and not the other. This is primarily in the area of lobbying. As an 
organization that is eligible to receive contributions that are tax-deductible by the 
contributor, federal law limits the extent to which the ACLU Foundation of Southern 
California may engage in lobbying activities. Therefore, much of the lobbying activity 
done by the ACLU of Southern California and discussed in this annual report is done 
by the American Civil Liberties Union of Southern California. By contrast, most of the 
ACLU of Southern California’s litigation and public education efforts described in this 
annual report are done by the ACLU Foundation of Southern California.

The ACLU Fdn of SC transferred $59,583 from the Litigation Fund to general operations 
for legal related expenses. 

National ACLU Foundation’s revenue share of incentive income totals $461,308.

*National ACLU Foundation’s revenue share of bequests totals $609,327. 

Budgeted transfers include $25,000 transferred from general operations to ACLUSC for 
the 501(h) election. 

**Includes distribution of $41,316 from the Permanent Endowment and $10,295 from the 
Trust for the Bill of Rights. Grants awarded to the ACLU Foundation are restricted and 
earmarked for specific projects. The ACLU Foundation transferred $433,200 in donations 
from Campaign for the Future Reserves.

All figures provided are unaudited at time of publication. Complete, audited financial statements for the year ending March 31, 2010 by Sanders Kalvin McMillan Carter, LLP, 
may be obtained by writing to the ACLU/SC at 1313 W. 8th Street., Los Angeles, Ca. 90017.

*Represents net of sharing with the National ACLU of dues,and contributions. 
The National ACLU bequests revenue shares totaled $6,404**Includes $10,246 in 
bequest revenue.      

Gordon Smith  •   Pam noles  •   Alice Flanjak

2 0 0 9  2 0 1 0  A N N U A L  R E P O R T
A C L U  F O U N D AT i O N  O F  S O U T H E R N  C A L i F O R N i A 

&  A C L U  O F  S O U T H E R N  C A L i F O R N i A

1313  West  E i g hth  S treet ,  Lo s  Angeles ,   CA  90017

F i N A N C i A L  O V E R V i E W  
ACLU FOUNDATiON OF SOUTHERN CALiFORNiA 

F i N A N C i A L  O V E R V i E W  
A C L U  O F  S O U T H E R N  C A L i F O R N i A 

        SUPPORT & REVENUE   TOTAL  PERCENT
A.     Individual Contributions   1,941,156 35%

B.     Bequests*        945,755 17%

C.     Court Awarded Fees   1,437,454 25%

D.     Restricted Foundation Grants     130,882 2%

E.     Interest & Other**       390,129 7%

F.     Budgeted Transfers      815,104 14% 

        EXPENSES    TOTAL  PERCENT
A.     Program Services    3,136,447 66%

B.     Fundraising       617,100 13%
C.     Management & Gen. Operations  1,061,805 21%
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        SUPPORT & REVENUE   TOTAL  PERCENT
A.     Membership*    634,516  59%

B.     Interest & Other**    100,278  9%

C.     Events     243,565  23%

D.     Budgeted Transfers     94,291  9%

 

        EXPENSES    TOTAL  PERCENT
A.     Program Services    627,090  61%

B.     Fundraising    122,833  12%
C.     Management & Gen. Operations  270,957  27%

EXPENSES

A

B

C

SUPPORT & REVENUE

A

B

C

D

t: 213.977.9500

f: 213.977.5299

info@aclu-sc.org

www.aclu-sc.org

>>> STAFF  2009-  2010
Brooks M. Allen  Staff Attorney  |  Vernon Andrews  Building Security  |  Miguel Angel Cruz Angeles Field and Policy Associate 
Ahilan Arulanantham Director of Immigrants’ Rights & National Security  |  Silvia Babikian Pro Bono Attorney 
zarmine Balasanyan Assistant Controller  |  Daniel Ballon Pro Bono Attorney  |  Peter Bibring Staff Attorney 
Oscar Carpinteyro Building Security  |  James Clark Death Penalty Field Organizer  |  glen Eichenblatt Director of Information Systems 
Peter Eliasberg Managing Attorney and Manheim Family Attorney for First Amendment Rights  |  Jennifer Fahey Executive Assistant  
Charles Flowers Annual Fund Manager  |   Vicki Fox Development Manager  |  James gilliam Deputy Executive Director 
Sandy graham-Jones Development Director  |  Mario guzman Building Manager   |  Sheila Harmon Receptionist  |  Sandra Ho Finance Director 
Aran Johnson Consultant  |  Carol kaye Administrative Assistant  |  Jason köhler Director of Database Operations & Membership Services 
Christian Lebano Paralegal  |  Victor Leung Pro Bono Attorney   |  Maricela Lopez-krulak Paralegal  |  Brenda Maull Chief Financial Officer 
Elvia Meza Field Manager  |  Scott Nguyen Information Systems Associate  |  Pam Noles Senior Communications Specialist 
Meegan Lee Ochs Special Events Director  |   Samuel L. Parker Sr. Intake Coordinator  |  Jennie Pasquarella Staff Attorney 
Ramona Ripston Executive Director  |  Mark D. Rosenbaum Chief Counsel  |  David Sapp Staff Attorney 
Phyllis Silverberg Development Manager  |  Jennifer Stark Equal Justice Works Fellow  |  Brenda Smith Legal Librarian 
gordon Smith Communications Director  |   Lisa Suppanade Controller  |  Mary Tiedeman Jails Project Coordinator  |  geneva Tien Paralegal 
Rachel Uranga Communications Specialist   |  Hector Villagra Legal Director  |   Clarissa Woo Policy Manager   |  ORANgE COUNTy OFFiCE: 
Linda Dominic Ashe Paralegal  |  Belinda Escobosa Helzer Staff Attorney   |  SACRAMENTO OFFiCE: Francisco Lobaco Legislative Director 
Tiffany Mok Legislative Advocate  |  Amanda Sheldon Legislative Assistant  |  Valerie Small Navarro Senior Legislative Advocate 
THANk yOU TO DEPARTED STAFF FOR SERViCE iN 2007-2008: Melinda Bird  |  Heather Carrigan  |  Jennifer Gibbs  |  Eric Greene 
Sterling Kerr  |  Catherine Lhamon  |  Tracy Rice  |  Lori Rifkin  |  Teresa VirgenTorres  |  Todd Weddle



Stephen D. Alexander
Steven Allison 
Jonathan Altman
Farhad Amid
Steven Archer
Lucy Avedissian
Lee B. Awbrey
Arnold Barba
Brian Bark
Allison Barkoff
Michael Bazyler
Benjamin Beach
nicholas Begakis
hannah Bentley
Stephen Berzon
toliver Besson
Anurima Bhargava 
Melinda Bird
Donna Black
Catherine Blakemore
Gary Blasi
Cherilyn Blatter
Leo Branton, Jr.
Stephen Bomse
Gary Bostwick
theodore Boutrous
Jeff Bowen
Jennifer Brockett
Jamie Broder
James Brosnahan
ira Burnim
Linda Burrow
Chris Caldwell
Evan Caminker
Frances Campbell
hannah Cannom
Michael Chait
Michael Chamberlin
Christa Chan-Pak
Lori Chang
William Charron
Somnath raj Chatterjee
Erwin Chermerinsky
Mary Chu
Darryl Cluster
David Codell
David Cole
Mark Conrad
Karen Corman
David Cruz
Valerie Curtis-Diop
howard Davis
Alycia Degen
Joshua Del Castillo
Michael Diamond
David Dinielli
nicole Dogwill
tasneem Dohadwala
Deborah Dorfman
Patrick Dunlevy
B. Kwaku Duren
Armando Duron
Frank Dworak
Camilo Echavarria
Steven Ellis

Andrew Esbenshade
Dilan Esper
David Etezadi
Laura Faer
Beth Feinberg
Barry Fisher
Benjamin J. Fox
Paul Freese
niels Frenzen
Michelle Friedland
Alan Friel
Jay M. Fujitani
Patricia Fukushima
Mary Ellen Gale
hector G. Gallegos
Patrick Gardner
terri Garland
Sean Gates
William Genego
James Gilliam
Amanda Gilman
Benjamin Gipson
Jorge Gonzalez
Annabelle
Samantha Goodman
Jeffrey Gordon
roger Grable
Andra Barmash Greene
Ellen Greenstone
Allen Grodsky
Karen Growdon
Daniel Grunfeld
isabelle Gunning
Lara Gurevich
Fahad habib
Mark haddad
Jin han
Stuart hanlon
Dean hansell
thomas haroldson
James harris
Stacy W. harrison
Sarah heibrun
Mark B. helm
Franchesca herrera
Marielena hincapie
Yi-Chin ho
Paul hoffman
Susan hoffman
Susan hori
Stacy horth-neubert
Audrey huang
Allan ides
Chijioke ikonte
Benjamin ikuta
talia inlender
Michael a. Jacobs
Collie James
Jean Paul Jassy
Linton Joaquin
Brian Kang
Michael Katz
Christy Keeny
Becki Kieffer
Kevin Kieffer

Paul Kiesel
Deanna Kitamura
Brenda Kleidosty
Andrew Knapp
Jennifer Koss
Marvin Krakow
Michael i. Kreeger
Jacob Kreilkamp
Stephen M. Dristovich
therese Kurkowski
Jordan Kushner
Peter Labrador
Allen Lanstra
Dale Larson
E. richard Larson
David Lash
Michael Lawson
Jon Leader
Peter Lee
Maurice Leiter
robert Lemoine
Mel Levine
Wendy Levine
Seth Levy 
Kim Lewis
David Lipschutz
Barrett Litt
Christine Lettleton
Catherine Lhamon
Jack Londen
Judy London
Sam Lunier
Geoffrey Lyon
Sidney Machtinger
Michael Maddigan
Kevin Malcolm
ryan Malloy
Karl Manheim
Carly J. Manson
haleh Mansouri
Dan Marmalefsky
Gregory Martin
Vilma Martinez
Jennifer Mathis
Aaron May
Shawn McDonald
David F. McDowell
terrence Mcinnis
robin Meadow
Christopher Mears
Matthew Menzie
Eleanor Mercado
Sonia Mercado
Jennifer B. Mikolevine
Jilana Miller
Kyndra Miller Brown
Douglas Mirell
Lika Miyake
Jesse Moorman
norma Morales
David Moring
Cathy Moses
Brian Moskal
Walter Mosley
robert Myers

Erin natter
Mark neubauer
Mary newcombe
Michael newman
robert newman
Samuel newman
Drew norman
Faith nouri
John o’toole
David ogden
ronald olson
robert ornstein
Michael ortiz
Keli osaki
Sharon oxborough
Yungsuhn Park
Anna Park Kang
Shawna Parks
Sanjukta Paul
r. Samuel Paz
Paula Pearlman
Linda Peterson
Bradley S. Phillips
Gregory D. Phillips
Patricia D. Phillips
Morgan Pietz
Johanna Pirko
Mitchell Poole
nora Preciado
Anthony L. Press
rishi Puri
Ameena Qazi
Patricia Quilizapa 
Fadia rafeedie
David raizman
Michael rapkin
nitin reddy
tracy rice
Anne richardson
Maggie roberts
Ann robinson
Sharon robinson
Antonio rodriguez
Stephen rohde
Jeremy ross
Glenn rothner
richard rothschild
William rubenstein
Alan rubin
David rudovsky
Jason russell
thomas Saenz
Shahab Sagheb
Gabriel P. Sanchez
Edward Sands
Craig Schultz
Brad Seligman
Stuart n. Senator
Jay Shapiro
Stacy Shartin
nancy Shea
Seana Shiffrin
Wesley Shih
Yvonne Simon
Jesse Sisgold

Michael Small
Katherine Smith
Stephen Smith
Anastasia Smith Boles
Laura Smolowe
William Snyder
Carol Sobel
Jill Sperber
Jayashri Srikantiah
Michael Stein
ralph Steinhardt
Christopher Stoll
Dan Stormer
Michael Stortz
Julie Su
Maurice Suh
Kathleen M. Sullivan
nancy Sussman
ryan tacorda
Derrick talerica
Laura tang
Connie tcheng
Andrew thomas
Stacy tolchin
James toma
Marina torres
Paul torres
theresa traber
K. Luan tran
William tran
Lawrence tribe
Karen tumlin
Stephen turanchik
John Ulin
Michelle Uzeta
Bardis Vakili
Cynthia Valenzuela
Marc Van Der hout
Valerie Vanaman
Joseph Vanderhorst
Jonathan Varat
Moises Vasquez
hernan Vera
Delilah Vinzon
Christine Von Wrangel
Bert Voorhees
Dov Waisman
Ariel “Wander
Brain K. Washington
Shauna Weeks
Leonard Weinglass
Charles Weisselberg
Jonathan Weissglass
Leecia Welch
Scott Wellman
Meir Westreich
Gary Williams
Douglas Winthrop
Brenda Wright 
Mia Yamamoto
Joseph J. Ybarra
Mark Yoshida
Matthew Yu
isaac Zaur
Cristin Zeisler

THE ACLU OF SOUTHERN CALiFORNiA WOULD LikE TO THANk THESE ATTORNEyS FOR HELPiNg US TO BE A MORE EFFECTiVE ORgANizATiON  

OVER THE yEARS By PERFORMiNg PRO-BONO WORk iN A VARiETy OF CAPACiTiES - SERViNg AS CO-COUNSEL, REPRESENTiNg THE ACLU  

iN BOTH LiTigATiON AND TRANSACTiONAL MATTERS, PERFORMiNg RESEARCH, OR PROViDiNg VALUABLE LEgAL OPiNiONS AND ADViCE:

freedom of SpeeCh i  religiouS liberty i  raCial and ethniC equality  

eduCational equality i  priVaCy rightS i  diSability rightS i  Criminal juStiCe  

i m m i g r a n t  r i g h t S  i  d e at h  p e n a lt y  a b o l i t i o n  i  wo m e n ’ S  e q u a l i t y 

lgbt equality i  reproduCtiVe rightS i  Student rightS i  Voting rightS  

worKplaCe rightS   i    Children’S rightS   i    eConomiC juStiCe  


