July 29, 2020
Sheriff Alex Villanueva
Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department
211 W. Temple Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012
Sheriff Villanueva,
For decades, the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department has been rife with corruption,
abuse of power, and impunity. When you took office, many hoped you would work to repair the
wreckage that your predecessors, including now-imprisoned former Sheriff Lee Baca, left
behind. Instead, from the moment you were elected and sought to reinstate Carl Mandoyan and
other deputies fired for domestic violence, dishonesty, and other serious misconduct, you have
utterly failed to fulfill your campaign promises to reform the department. You have dramatically
exacerbated its problems by undermining basic mechanisms of accountability and civilian
oversight at every turn.1 This historic moment demands that you recognize when it is time for
you to go—and the time is now.
Your failure of leadership is exemplified by your stonewalling an independent
investigation in the June 18 killing by your department of 18-year-old Andres Guardado. 2
Although two autopsies—including one by the L.A. County Medical Examiner-Coroner—
concluded that he perished after being shot five times in the back by a sheriff’s deputy with a
history of misconduct, you have refused to cooperate with an independent investigation by the
Office of the Inspector General.3 Like others killed at the hands of law enforcement, Andres
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Guardado was not just a statistic. He was the son of longtime UNITE HERE Local 11 member
Cristobal Guardado. His family and our community deserve answers, not obstruction.
Your mishandling of the killing of Andres Guardado reflects a pattern of abuse, secrecy,
and thwarted accountability that has marred your tenure. You have allowed the systematic
harassment of grieving families of community members whom deputies have killed—in
retaliation against their seeking the truth about their deaths and justice. 4 You have completely
failed to disclose records of deputy misconduct to which families and the public are entitled,
prompting the ACLU of Southern California and the L.A. Times to bring suit against you. 5 You
have repeatedly defied the Sheriff’s Civilian Oversight Commission’s subpoenas—as well as the
will of the people of Los Angeles who overwhelmingly voted for Measure R. 6 In violation of
your department’s own policies, you have killed active misconduct investigations involving
criminal allegations such as child abuse, domestic violence, and rape of a woman in custody. 7
You have initiated a criminal investigation of the Inspector General for attempting to carry out
his duties of oversight of your department. 8 And federal authorities have initiated investigations
of your department, an extraordinary step. 9
Through your actions, you have lost the trust you may have had when you were elected.
It is clear that you cannot lead the Sheriff’s Department through the process of much-needed
transformative work during these historic times. Therefore, we call upon you to resign your
office immediately.
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