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Dear friends,

With gratitude for your generosity, we are excited to celebrate our 
affiliate’s 95th anniversary with you. The outpouring of public support for 
the ACLU’s mission is a vote of confidence from millions of individuals 
across the country that we take very seriously, and honor through our 
dedicated advocacy. 

In our first two decades, the ACLU SoCal fought against police brutality, 
racial injustice, and religious persecution. Our lawyers went to court to 
take stands for free speech, the rights of immigrants, the right of an 
attorney to meet with a client, and more. 

Since those early years, the ACLU SoCal has taken on other vital matters: 
gender equity, voting rights, LGBTQ rights, economic justice, and more. 
But in all of these causes, old and new, there is never a single court 
decision or legislative victory that makes injustice a thing of the past. No 
victory ever stays won. 

Card-carrying members of the ACLU have long been one of our most-
valued assets. Though we have been mobilizing our members to engage 
in constituent activism for decades, the ACLU is now answering the 
call of the Trump era, working diligently in regions where threats and 
opportunities for human rights abound. We are informing voters of the 
power held by county supervisors, sheriffs, and district attorneys and 
publicizing where individuals running for office stand on key issues.  
These efforts are creating a sustainable base of members and voters who 
will be with us in 2018 and beyond. 

Looking to the future, the ACLU will call upon our new and invigorated 
base of members, the majority of whom are women for the first time in 
our organization’s history, to fight with us as we dare to create a more 
perfect union.

From our founding in 1923 to the present, our strength is working 
together. It takes all of us — staff and board, donors and members, 
community partners and volunteers — keeping constant vigilance against 
injustice. 

In this report we’ve selected a few highlights of our work from this past 
year. We hope you share our pride in all that we’ve accomplished together.

HECTOR O. VILLAGRA
Executive Director
ACLU of Southern California



SCHOOL WALKOUTS In March 2018, students nationwide planned to 
briefly march out of classes to mark the anniversary 

of the horrific school shooting in Florida. But in some schools, students were told there 
would be severe consequences — even arrests — for joining the walkout. The day before 
the protest, the ACLU SoCal sent a strongly worded advisory to every school district in 
the state. Attorney Peter Eliasberg wrote, “The First Amendment prohibits schools from 
disciplining a student more harshly for missing class for a protest than for any other 
unexcused absence.” The note was considered key to protests being held without undue 
backlash.

FIRST AMENDMENT



JESSIE MEEHAN was on her way to the LGBTQ Pride festival in West 
Hollywood when she stopped at a Walgreens to buy a few 

items and asked to use the restroom. The clerk refused to give her the key to the women’s 
bathroom, telling her she “looked like a man.” When Jessie got to Pride, she headed to the 
ACLU SoCal booth to report the incident. Attorney Amanda Goad subsequently challenged 
Walgreens, informing it that “California law protects every person’s right to access 
restrooms based on their gender identity.” Walgreens agreed to institute a new bathroom 
antidiscrimination policy at all 8,000 of its stores nationwide.

LGBTQ RIGHTS



GANG INJUNCTIONS Peter Arellano of Echo Park had never been convicted 
of a gang crime and said he’d never belonged to a 

gang, but LAPD slapped him with a “gang injunction” that suddenly restricted his life: he 
could not visit some of his neighbors, drive to church with his family, or even stand in 
his front yard with his father. Gang injunctions had been used in L.A. for decades despite 
serving primarily to criminalize young men of color. The ACLU SoCal banded with others 
to file a lawsuit against enforcement of the injunctions. Arellano’s was lifted and in 2018 
the court further provisionally barred the city from enforcing almost all gang injunctions. 

POLICE PRACTICES



HESPERIA The non-profit Victor Valley Family Resource Center (VVFRC) provides 
housing, meals, and case management services to people released on 

probation after serving jail time for non-violent offenses. In 2015, some residents of the 
high-desert city of Hesperia began spreading completely groundless rumors about a home 
run by the VVFRC, including that the residents were violent felons. The city enacted an 
unlawful ordinance to get the residents evicted. The ACLU SoCal won a court order that 
forced the city to stop its eviction efforts and a settlement returned fines that the VVFRC 
had been forced to pay.

ECONOMIC JUSTICE



UNLOCK THE VOTE In 2018, the ACLU SoCal embarked on a major 
voter registration effort, “Unlock the Vote,” that sent 

volunteers into the vast Los Angeles County Jails system — the largest in the nation — 
to register incarcerated people who wanted to vote and were eligible. Even the rapper 
Common took part in the non-partisan drive that registered nearly 2,000 citizens in both 
L.A. County and Orange County jails. As newly registered incarcerated people returned to 
their cells, many proudly wore “I Am Registered to Vote” stickers. 

JAILS



THE MUSLIM BAN When Ali Vayeghan boarded a flight in Tehran to be 
reunited with his brother in the U.S., he never suspected 

the trip would take six days. His flight landed at LAX just hours after the Trump 
administration’s first Muslim travel ban took effect. Although Vayeghan had a visa, he 
was confined to a sparse room with no food for 20 hours and then literally carried onto 
a plane leaving the country. The ACLU SoCal rushed into action, winning an emergency 
court motion that forced the government to allow Vayeghan back into the U.S. where 
he was greeted by a cheering crowd that included the mayor. It was a key defeat for the 
Trump ban.

NATIONAL SECURITY



JANE DOE The federal Office of Refugee Resettlement funds organizations, some of 
which are faith-based, that shelter unaccompanied immigrant minors. In 

2017, the ACLU SoCal and others took up the case of a 17-year-old who learned she was 
pregnant while in a shelter. “Jane Doe” wanted an abortion and was able to line up the 
funding for clinic appointments and transportation to get there. But ORR officials refused 
to let her go to the clinic, instead forcing her to get anti-abortion “counseling.” The ACLU 
team secured court rulings affirming Jane’s constitutional rights, and finally, she was able 
to obtain an abortion.

REPRODUCTIVE JUSTICE



VICTORVILLE Hundreds of immigrant detainees locked up in Victorville prison 
in the Mojave Desert in 2018 were kept in inhumane conditions. 

They were banned from any contact with the dozens of lawyers who volunteered to 
help with their immigration cases that for asylum seekers could be matters of life and 
death. “Holding prisoners incommunicado, with no access for legal help or even family, 
is the hallmark of despots and dictators,” said ACLU SoCal attorney Michael Kaufman 
when we filed suit. In less than a day a federal judge sided with the ACLU SoCal, 
upholding the right of the detainees to have access to attorneys.

IMMIGRANTS’ RIGHTS



DUE PROCESS IN SCHOOLS In Riverside County, it can take only 
a phone call from a school official 

to turn a student over to the crushingly oppressive Youth Accountability Team (YAT) 
program. Without judicial oversight, students and their families are coerced into signing 
on to the regimen that treats students like criminals, putting them under the supervision 
of probation officers with the power to impose surprise searches, unannounced home 
visitations, and interrogations into intimate details of their lives. In July 2018, the ACLU 
SoCal filed a lawsuit demanding that the YAT program be forced to adhere to the U.S. and 
California constitutions.

EDUCATION EQUITYEDUCATION EQUITY



THE SNITCH SCANDAL For more than thirty years, the Orange County 
District Attorney and Sheriff’s Department 

have run a secret informant operation in county jails in violation of the U.S. and state 
constitutions. They placed informants in cells with defendants awaiting trials, rewarding 
informants for extracting incriminating statements. The information they obtained was 
tainted and in 2018, the ACLU SoCal co-filed a lawsuit against the D.A. and sheriff. An 
emotional, widely covered press conference on the suit included statements by Theresa 
Smith (left) and Bethany Webb, both of whose lives were personally impacted by county 
officials’ actions.

CRIMINAL JUSTICE



RAMONA RIPSTON
1927-2018

When Ramona Ripston took over the ACLU of Southern California as Executive Director in 
1972, it had a half-dozen employees working out of an office above a wig shop in downtown 
Los Angeles. She didn’t have much in the way of resources, but she had assets far more 
powerful — a fierce devotion to civil liberties, an unflagging commitment to amplifying 
unheard voices, an uncanny ability to suss out the political labyrinth of her adopted city, a 
media savvy that brought her organization into the limelight, and a huge quotient of charm 
that turned opponents  – even police chiefs – into friends. 

Under her leadership and her belief in the power of coalitions, the ACLU SoCal teamed 
up with the Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund to force Los Angeles 
county to redraw voting districts, resulting in the first majority Latino supervisorial 
district. Her coalition-building efforts also led to the shut down of a police spying division 
that stomped on constitutional rights to privacy,  and she started a public campaign to 
bring awareness to race-based traffic stops. Ramona fought any attempt to curb abortion 
rights and she was the first ACLU affiliate executive in the country to hire a full-time 
attorney-advocate to fight for LGBTQ rights. 

By 2011, when she left the ACLU SoCal for retirement, the organization she built was a 
political and advocacy powerhouse with an expert team of attorneys, organizers, and social 
workers who partner with top law firms and advocacy groups to fight for justice. This year, 
she left us all. Her legacy is in the strong, vibrant organization she left behind, the laws 
she saw passed, the legal precedents she saw established, and the millions of people who 
have better access to justice because of her life’s work. Thank you, Ramona.



ACLU FOUNDATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Susan Adelman
Steven D. Ades
Judy Balaban
Richard Barry
Frank Broccolo
Hannah Cannom
Nichelle S. Carr
Latia Curry
Jeffrey J. Douglas
Leo Frumkin
Sherry Frumkin 
Mary Ellen Gale
Danny Goldberg
Michele Bratcher Goodwin
Elliot Gordon
Ellen Greenstone
Steve Heckler
Rob Hennig
Kelly Lytle Hernandez

Stacey Herzing 
Barry Hirsch
Kirk Hornbeck
Stacy Horth-Neubert
Roger L. Kohn
Jacob Kreilkamp
Dennis Lavinthal
Dolores Leal
Shari Leinwand 
Suzanne Lerner
Roger Lowenstein
Sidney Machtinger 
Gary Mandinach
Steven Markoff
Rebecca Meiers-De
   Pastino
Beth Sieroty Meltzer
Alex Menenberg
Douglas E. Mirell 

Jerry Moss
Rozann Newman
Steve Persky
Nick Sanchez
Alan Sieroty 
Fred Specktor
Marla Stone
Kate Summers
Connie Y. Tcheng
Natalie Tran
John Ulin
Tom Unterman
Farhaad Virani
Bruce Whizin
Sara Widzer
Jon Wiener
Chic Wolk
Danice Woodley 
Kristin Zethren

OFFICERS 
Shari Leinwand, Chair
Sherry Frumkin, Vice Chair
Elliot Gordon, Chief Financial Officer 
Frank Broccolo, Secretary

ACLU BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Carlos A. Amador  
Julia Bredrup   
Victoria Browder 
Antonio Brown
David Cruz 
John Erickson
Christina Fialho 
Mary Ellen Gale 
Corrie Freedman   
Candice Garrett 
Michele Bratcher
   Goodwin   
Nancy Greenstein 
Ellen Greenstone 
Humberto Guizar  
Isabelle Gunning

Reed Hamzeh 
Laura Herrera
T.J. Hill  
Karriann Hinds 
Joshua Johnson   
Fadia Khoury                  
Rabbi Jonathan Klein 
Michael S. Klein 
Roger L. Kohn 
Sharon Kyle 
Shari Leinwand
Lisa Ndecky Llanos 
Douglas E. Mirell  
Wendy Mitchell 
Rosemarie Molina
Miguel Paredes 

R. Samuel Paz  
Jackie Provost 
Gloria “Becky” Alvarez 
   Salazar Preza 
Dick Price 
Ameena Mirza Qazi 
Michael Rapkin 
Anne Richardson 
Stephen F. Rohde 
Nat Segaloff 
Rana Sharif
Marla Stone 
Shakeel Syed 
Connie Y. Tcheng
Fermin Vasquez
Gary Williams

OFFICERS 
Connie Y. Tcheng, President
David Cruz, Vice President 
Joshua Johnson, Secretary
Michele Bratcher Goodwin, Treasurer
T.J. Hill, Affirmative Action Officer
Sharon Kyle, National Board Rep

CHAPTER ELECTED MEMBERS 
Carl Baker 
Paul McDermott 
Rebecca Arvizu 
Rita Henry  
Julie Alley



Norman Lear, Chair

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Kenya Barris
Timothy Disney
Larry Flynt
Jane Fonda
Frank Gehry
Reverend James M. Lawson, Jr.
Wendy Smith Meyer
Alvin S. Michaelson

Molly Munger
Tom Ortenberg
David Rintels
Jay Roach
Cameron Strang
Barbra Streisand
Matthew Weiner
Olivia Wilde

THANK YOU TO OUR 
PRO BONO LEGAL PARTNERS 

Arnold & Porter Kaye Scholer LLP
Law Office of Cynthia Anderson-Barker
Cooley LLP
Covington & Burling LLP
Davis Wright Tremaine LLP
Law Offices of William Genego (deceased)
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP
Hadsell Stormer & Renick LLP
Hewlett-Packard
Hogan Lovells
Jenner & Block LLP
K&L Gates LLP
Kaye, McLane, Bednarski & Litt, LLP
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
Latham & Watkins LLP
Mancini Shenk LLP
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
Munger, Tolles & Olson LLP
O’Melveny & Myers LLP

Paul Hastings LLP
Perkins Coie LLP
Law Offices of Matthew Green
Nixon Peabody LLP
Law Offices of Noemi G. Ramirez
Rapkin & Associates, LLP
Riley Safer Holmes & Cancila LLP
Reed Smith LLP
Schonbrun Seplow Harris & Hoffman, LLP
Sheppard, Mullin, Richter & Hampton LLP
Sidley Austin LLP
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP 
Law Office of Carol Sobel
Law Offices of Richard Steingard
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP
Law Offices of Stacy Tolchin
Van der Hout, Brigagliano & Nightingale, LLP



LEADERSHIP SUPPORTERS We are grateful to our leadership supporters in Southern California whose  
generous contributions create significant impact on millions of people nationwide.

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE
Anonymous (4)
Audrey Irmas Foundation for Social Justice
Richard & Monique Barry
Sophia Bush
Sherry & Leo Frumkin
Jamie Lee Curtis & Christopher Guest
The Goldsholl Family
ICAP Energy
Eugene Kapaloski 
Christine & James Keegan 
Joe Kiani
The Manheim Family
Jeff Murad
Michael Piuze
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP
The California Endowment
United Talent Agency

FREEDOM COUNCIL
Anonymous (2)
The Apatow-Mann Family
Kevin Bacon & Kyra Sedgwick
California Community Foundation
Equal Justice Works
Natalie Hershlag
Shari Leinwand
Wendy & Barry Meyer
Munger Tolles & Olson Foundation
Participant Media
Kira Snyder & Allen Blue
Kate & Andy Summers
The Ring Foundation
Walters Family Foundation
Michael Weithorn
Wolfen Family Foundation

EQUALITY COMMITTEE
Anonymous (5)
Clifford Beck & Hearee Chung
Jeffrey Burke & Lorraine Triolo
Misha Collins
The Nancy Cunningham Endowment to
   support ACLU Litigation Lawyers
The David Geffen Foundation
Tim Disney
Q Fortier
The Fred A. Simmons Trust
Michael Gendler & Jessica Teich
Tom Hanks & Rita Wilson
The Herbert McLaughlin Children's Trust
The James Irvine Foundation
Sarah Ketterer
Lyn & Norman Lear
Susan & Scott Lord
Loyola Marymount University
Steven & Jadwiga Markoff
Keith Matthews
Who's There Group: Knock Knock and
   Emily McDowell Studio
Beth Sieroty Meltzer & David Meltzer
Julia Meltzer & David Thorne
Weston Milliken

Moss Foundation
Paul Hastings LLP
John Renner
Jay Roach & Susanna Hoffs
Sidley Austin LLP
James Sie & Douglas Wood
Alan Sieroty
The Sondheimer Foundation
Squid & Squash Foundation
Michael Steele
Henry Steinway
Thomas Tatum
Frank Thomas
Tres Chicas
Matthew Weiner & Linda Brettler
Weingart Foundation
Craig Weiss
Peg Yorkin

JUSTICE COMMITTEE
3 Green Assistance
Steven Ades & Laurie Levit
Amazon Studios
Aris Anagnos*
Anonymous (3)
Gregory Ansin
Arnold & Porter LLP
Stacy Baird
Eliot Bean & Edna Teller
Tom Berry
Andrew Bogen
Boies Schiller Flexner LLP
Beth Burnam
Frieda Rapoport Caplan
Capogrosso Family Trust
Computers & Structures
Barbara Corday & Roger Lowenstein
Judith Karen Cove
Creative Artists Agency
Bita Daryabari
Elizabeth Dastin
Dave & Sheila Gold Foundation
Michael Daviti
Diageo / Johnnie Walker
Maria DiMassa
Disney / ABC Television Group
Lisa Edelstein
The Ernest G. Herman Foundation
Alix Fargo
Edwin Feo
Fishman Family Foundation
Austin & Lauren Fite
Flanny Productions, Ltd.
Mary Ellen Gale & Robert Savard
Geiser Schweers Family Foundation
Gelfand, Rennert & Feldman LLP
Geragos & Geragos
The Giles Family Foundation
Gogol Bordello
Dr. Richard Gold
Kenneth & Lori Goldman
Mark Gordon
Jeff Grant

Miro Gudelsky
Marc Guggenheim
Timothy Hall
Alexandra & Brian Hawkins
Michael-Ann Herring & James S. Phelps
Richard Hudson
Brendan Iribe
Judith Israel
JF Roblee Foundation
Richard Johnson & Sharon Agar
Rashida Jones
Ken & Judy Selbst Kamins
Stephen Kay
Perkapotomus Fund
Deborah Koeffler
Jenji Kohan & Chris Noxon
Janet Kouroubacalis
Marvin Krakow & Anita Siegman
Caroline Labe
Mitchell Lasky & Cecilia Barajas
Rick Leslie
Dylan H. Lewis
Gregory Lincoln
Robert Lissner
LYMI LLC
John McFarlane
Sidney & Paula Machtinger
Barry Manilow
Maurice Amado Foundation
David McCune
Katie McGrath & J.J. Abrams
Myron Meisel & Carol Bahoric
The Seymour Metzner American Freedoms
   Fund
Laurel R.G. Moreno
Carol & Jerome Muchin
Pam Munter & Cheryl Castles
Randy & Gretchen Newman
Frederick & Joan Nicholas
Lisa Norton & Harvey Motulsky 
Tom & Edie Ortenberg
Amy & Daniel Palladino
R. Samuel Paz & Sonia Mercado
John Ratigan
Seth & Lauren Rogen
Mike Rosenthal & Jennifer Atkin
Roy & Patricia Disney Family Foundation
Mark Sandelson
Leonard Schaeffer
Michael Schur
Rhoda Seidler
Elliot Sernel & Larry Falconio
Sidney Stern Memorial Trust
Sarah Silverman
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP
Rebecca & Jeffrey Smith
Jonathan Steinberg & C. Meyer
Julie E. Stindt
StubHub Center Foundation
Suggs Family Foundation
The Wrather Family Foundation
Fox Broadcasting Company & 20th Century 
Fox Television



UCB Inner Sanctum
John & Mary Ulin
Carol Urie 
W. M. Keck Foundation
Dana & Matthew Walden
C. Dana White
Whizin Philanthropic Fund
Martin, Sara & Samantha Widzer
William C. Bannerman Foundation
Daniel Wilson & Diane Espaldon
Chic Wolk & Kristin Zethren

LIBERTY COUNCIL
Janis Adams & John Lyons
Matt Ampolsky
Anonymous (7)
Attias Family Foundation
The Baldwin Family Foundation
Neil Beecher & Vern Richards
Etai Benson
Amy Bernstein
Blend Family Foundation
Constance Britton
Law Office of Frank J. Broccolo
Connie Bruck & Mel Levine
The Capital Group Companies Charitable 
   Foundation
David & Ivy Charlton
Paul Coluzzi
Comcast NBCUniversal & Focus Features
Shelley Conger
Blake Crouch & Jacque Ben-Zekry
Sheryl Crow
Susan Zoe Dales
Joseph D'Ambrosia
Davis Wright Tremaine LLP
Barbara & Gilbert Dembo
Dickerson Employee Benefits
Doll Amir & Eley LLP
Ranney & Priscilla Draper
Mark & Katie Duplass
Diane & Scott Eblin
Ruth Eliel & Bill Cooney
Cody & Deborah Engle
Shepard & Amanda Fairey
Tracy Flinders
Fox Rothschild LLP
Cornelia Funke
Gang, Tyre, Ramer & Brown Charitable
   Foundation
Brian & Bina Garfield
Garrett Family Foundation
Lisa & Andrew Gilford
Kate Goldberg
Ellen Greenstone
The Grode & Groening Families
HBO
Steven Heckler
Howard Heffron & Stella Heffron
Kay Herz
Stacey Herzing
Barry & Carole Hirsch
Kirk Hornbeck
Dr. Louise Horvitz
The Hyman Levine Family Foundation:  

L'Dor V'Dor
Jackoway Austen Tyerman Wertheimer
   Mandelbaum Morris Bernstein Trattner &
   Klein
Gary Jacobs
Jenner & Block LLP
Elizabeth Jimenez-Salinas
The Jo Mitchell Foundation
David & Renee Kaplan
Stephen Kasher
Masako Kasloff
Nicholas Kazan
Mark Kelly
Robert Kelly & Linda Blumenthal
Roger L. Kohn & Kay M. Gilbert
Joel Koppelman
Penny Kunitani
Latham & Watkins LLP
Dennis Lavinthal
Suzanne Lerner
Lichter Grossman Nichols Adler & Feldman
Tai Lopez
Dustin Mackie
A. John Mallinckrodt & Carol Holder
Gary Mandinach & Linda Ellman
Pauline Mayer
Michael D. Levin & Joanne Levin Foundation
Alvin S. & Lisa Michaelson
Christopher Miller & Robyn Murgio
Milton & Ruth Berman Family Foundation
Matthew Mirapaul
Douglas Mirell & Laurie Levenson
Barbara Monderine & Richard Williams
The Morrison & Foerster Foundation
John & Lynne Morton
Mosaic 
Lilie Naness
Margaret Nash & Susan Harlow
Peter Nichols
Bob & Naomi Odenkirk
Wesley Olson
O'Melveny & Myers, LLP
Wendy Pearson
Kelly Pepper
Steven Persky
Shira Piven & Adam McKay
Drew & Pauline Pomerance
Louis Posen
Mary Lynn & David Pyle
Michael, Marlene & Scott Rapkin
The Ray & Wyn Ritchie Evans Foundation
Robert Redford
Gena Reed
Richard Rosman, Esq. & Fran 
   Morris-Rosman
Roth Family Foundation
Dean Graham Ruby
Sterling Ruby
Cathy & Shawn Ryan
Michael Salaman
Robert & Susan Sall
Jacquline S. Schaeffer
Theodore Shapiro & Joanna Schwartz
Sidney & Lorraine Sheinberg
Stacey Sher & Kerry Brown

Omas Shoman
Shout! Factory
Bonnie Sloane
Mason Smith
Jocelyn & Ken Solomon
Sony Pictures Entertainment
Jacquie & Oscar Stafsudd
Don Steinmann
Max Stolz, Jr.
Marla Stone, Scott Johnson & Claudia
   Johnson Stone
Barbra Streisand
The Surface Library
Tensho Takemori
Shelley Taylor
Kiona Tchan
Patrisha Thomson
David & Deborah Trainer
Vaughan McKee Family Trust
Haralabos Voulgaris
W.S. Scharff Family Foundation
Michael & Donna Weinholtz
Denise Williamson
Suzanne Wilson
The Yacyshyn Family Charitable Fund at
   The Chicago Community Foundation
Yale Law School
Rebecca Yeldham
Brett Yormark
John Lloyd Young
Daniel Zanger
Ziffren Brittenham LLP

*Deceased

Every effort has been made to ensure accuracy 
and we apologize for any errors or omissions. 
Listing reflects gifts made during the fiscal 
year of April 1, 2017 – March 31, 2018. 
Please send any corrections to  
annualreport@aclusocal.org.
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DESILVER SOCIETY By providing for the ACLU through their estate plans, members of the DeSilver Society help to 
ensure that the ACLU will have the means to keep advancing freedom well into the 21st century.  
We gratefully acknowledge the generosity and foresight of these very special individuals.

Gay Abarbanell
Sally Abood
Amelia Orr Ackerman
Susan Adelman & Claudio Llanos
Jean G. Adloff
Hans Agneessens
Sandra Joy Aguilar
Mahbub Ahmed
Robert Aiello
Jean M. Allgeyer
Edna R. S. Alvarez
Jon Amyx
Anonymous (59)
Harry Baldwin
Regina & James Barnes
Donald Barrett
Terry A. Bass
Richard A. & Melanie L. Baum
Norman B. Beal
Cindy Bendat
E. Kenneth Bennett & Richard P. Wagner
Alan & Marilyn Bergman
Jonilyn M. Blandy
Louise Bockall
Eric H. Boehm
Elizabeth Bolotin
Gilianna Bonfietti
Tom Borcher
Daniel Bradford
G. C. Brafford
Joel Dorfman
Sarah Bruch
John & Nancy Bruno
Elaine Budin
Nancy Burke
David Burroughs
Ellen Butler
Nina Byers
Paul S. Camhi
Aaron Caplan
Marc Capobianco
Jill Carlton-Payne
Ken Carmichael
Kim Carney
Ruben Carrillo & J.C. Moran
Stan Yogi
Tom Carruth
R. Wayne Case
Susan Caughey
H. P. & Trucilla Chin
Charles Ciali & George Jonofsky
Robert Clark, Jr.
Carole Cooper
Michael Core & Li Yun Alvarado
Morris Coropoff
Sydney Curtis
John Roland Dearhart
Herbert & Suzanne De Friez
In memory of Audrey June Dempsey
Wolf Breiman & Debbie Diamond
Charles Dillingham & Susan Clines
Mark Dizik & John Oden
Jay S. Dunitz & Carol Dunitz

Kristin Ockershauser
Beth Edwards
Clas Ekwall
Ruth L. Eliel & William N. Cooney
Hector Elizondo
Joan Engelhaupt
Ronald Epping
Maxwell D. Epstein & Judith Carr-Epstein
Renee Epstein
Larry Erickson
Allen Evans
Garold L. Faber, M.D., M.P.H. & Joyce
   Faber, LCSW
Beverly Facile
Larry Fechter & Tom Stansbury
Herbert & Shirley Feitler
Warren Felt & Dolores Arond
Edwin Ficken
Mona Field
Edward & Marianne Fisher
Vasanti Ferrando & Joel R. Fithian
Imogene Forker
Charles Frazier
David F. Freedman
Dennee Frey McClung
Alvin Friedman
Dr. Muriel Friedman
Sherry & Leo Frumkin
Diane Gabe
Mary Ellen Gale
Lisa Garcia
Warren Garfield
David Garfinkle
Eva Garnet
Alex Gelbard
Samuel Gendelman
Patrick Geoghegan
Madelin George
Vita Germain
In memory of Louis Gerstein
Craig Gibson & Howard Brown
Jack Gilman
Ghita D. Ginberg
Judith Glass
Robert L. Glasser
Fred Glienna
Prisca Gloor
Sherna Gluck & Marvin Gluck
Ellen Goldman
June Goodman
Claude Goodrich
Glenn Goodwin & Rose Ash
Eric A. Gordon
Ron Gordon
Herbert L. Gore
Jacqueline Gould
William & Jacqueline Gould
Keath Graham
Larry Graham
Brett Grassl
Jeff Graves
Nancy Greenstein
Al Grenier

Billie Grewar Warner
Diana Grilli
Harold Gunn & Kelly Strader
Jeffrey Haas
Elaine Haglund
Bruce Hale
Pilar Hale
Mark Hamilton
Vincent Hamon
James & Rita Harbert
Brenda & Dean Hargrove
Brice & Carolyn Harris
Paul A. Harris
Diane Hart
Tom Hart
Sarah Hearon
Robert S. Helfman
Robert Hennig & Steve Endo
Donald M. Herman
Stacey Herzing
Victoria Hochberg
James Horvath
Richard Hudson
George Huffman
Robin Hyerstay
Richard Miles & Errol Jacobs
Mark Jacobs
Arthur Jacobson
James Janis
John J. Jeffries
Nancy Jenkins
Beverly Ann Jones
Doris C. DeHardt
David Andrew Kale
Richard Kanarik
James C. Karis
Sidney & Helen Katz
Christine & James Keegan
Carol Archie & Edward Keenan
Edward M. Keiderling
Lee Ann Kennedy
Geri M. Kenyon
Stephen Kern
Ruth A. Kissane
Robert Knepper
Virginia Kovner
Diane Kravif
Gerson Kumin
Sherrill Kushner
Nick Labedz, Jr.
Harvey LaTourette
Dennis Lavinthal & Ellen Schneiderman
Deborah C. Lawlor
Vera Lawrence
Lyn & Norman Lear
Roni S. Lebauer
Jacqueline Lee
Leah Lee
Mark Leggett & James Kyle
Mary Lehman
Shari Leinwand
Suzanne L. Lerner
Donna Leslie-Dennis



Sherrill A. Lewis
Lisa Lichtenstein
Alvin A. Lindenauer
Roger Lowenstein & Barbara Corday
David Lundquist & Barry Kob
Sidney & Paula Machtinger
Anne MacMurray
Natalie & Victor Magistrale
Michael Maher
Peter Mahrer
Roz Mandelcorn
George Manet
Sylvia Manheim
Sarojam Mankau
Konrad Mascarenhas
John S. & Dinah L. Mason
Laureen McCoy
Sheila G. McCoy
James McGee
Stephen McGrath & Sanda Sigurdson
Gudelia McMurray
Carol McOwen
Herbert & Karin Meiselman
Isa-Kae Meksin
Nathan & Dorothy Melamed
Sara Meric
Donald Miller
Faye Miller
Jeanette Miller
Barbara Milliken & Jack Prichett
Albert Milo & Thomas Johnson
Andrea & Wendy Horwatt-Mitchell
Edward Moen & Janek Schergen
Mary Morello
Janet Mostafa
William Mulholland
Pam Munter
Darrell & Sherrie Neft
Earl Pete Nelson & Patrick McEntee
John & Laila Nilles
Pieter Noomen
Stan Nugit
Jeffery Alan Nunes
Mary O’Halloran
John Avildsen & Janny Ock
Lauren Okayama
Mimi Okrand
Bob Ornstein
Stuart Oskamp
Judith Osmer
Robert Pann
William Parmenter
Charles Patton
Claude & David Paulsen
Ellen & Charlie Perryess
Steven Persky
Richard L. Peterson
Douglas Powell
Gordon & Margaret Power
Rosalie Preston
Daniel & Leila Price
Denise Price
Edith Quevedo
Lynn Rabin
Vince & Dora Ramirez

David Ranck
Michael & Marlene Rapkin
Gail Rappaport
Carolyn Rathbun
Fred & Marleen Ray
Roberta Reed
Sondra Rees
Alan Reitman
John Renner
Tracy Rice
Anne Richardson & Tom Bryant
Eileen Carol Ringerman, PhD, RN
David W. Rintels & Victoria Riskin
Ramona Ripston
Mary Rivas
George Roberts
Charles Robinson & Renee Giansanti
John Robinson
Mary Beth Robinson
William & Dinah Roe
Stephen Rohde & Wendy Herzog
Dianne Rohny
Judge David L. Rosen
Iris Rosenthal
Suzanne Rosentswieg
Bob & Nancy Ross
David Rothstein
Mike J. Rozsa
Donna Rubin
Donald Sackett
Anthony Saidy
Joseph Sain
Arthur & Lee Saltz
Robert Saltzman
Charles Saucer
Marvin Schachter
William Schoene
Dr. Robert Schwartz & Mr. Herluf Kanstrup
Kevin Segall
Elliott Sernel & Larry Falconio
Elaine Gismondi
Donald Shealy
Drury Sherrod & Arden Reed
Seymour & Vivian Shifren
Alan Sieroty
Bennett & Joyce Silverman
Barbara Simon
Matt Simpson
Corbin Smith
Eunice Smith
Alan Smolinisky
Carol Sobel
Maxine Sonnenburg
Ellie Spezell
Minton-Spidell Charitable Remainder Trust
Sondra Sprung
Leland & Joanne St. John
Christopher Staskewicz
M. Greg Stathakis
Evelyn Stern
Loraine Stern & Jack Nides
Lori & Linda Stewart
Julie E. Stindt
David Stokke & Benton Wong
Max Stolz

I. Rudyard Stone
Carla Strandberg
John & Sheila Suarez
Linda R. Taffet
Bill Tate
Teresa Thompson
Alan Toy
Elizabeth Trebow
Howard G. Tucker
Robert Tucker
Norma Twilla
Elizabeth Udall
Janet & Tom Unterman
J. Vaillancourt
Susan Walker
Lawrence Wallin
Nancy Warner
Valerie Watt
Judith Webb
Devra Weber
Daniel Weinstock
Anna Weldon
Ira Werner
Jon Wiener
Steven Wiener
Gary Williams
Dutch Willwater & Hal Barker
Ronald Wolff
Chic Wolk & Kristin Zethren
Tana Wong
Constantin Yiannacopoulos
Dana & Sanford Yudovin
Roger P. Zimmerman
Eugene C. Zubrinsky

The ACLU deeply appreciates the 
support of the following individuals 
who are no longer with us but provided 
for our civil liberties and civil rights 
advocacy through their estate plans.

Aris Anagnos
Tom Breslin
Helen D. Brown
Leo Goldberg
Iona Kusmiak
Jess Lyons
Reverend Jeanne Audrey Powers
Betty Sheinbaum
Kurt Topik

Every effort has been made to ensure accuracy 
and we apologize for any errors or omissions. 
This listing reflects DeSilver Society 
membership as of March 31, 2018. 
Please send any corrections to  
annualreport@aclusocal.org.

DESILVER SOCIETY



ACLU FOUNDATION OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

SUPPORT 
& REVENUE

In-Kind Legal Contributions

Interest & Other
Court Awarded Fees

Events

National & CA Affiliates

Restricted Foundation Grant

Individual Contributions

Bequests

Fundraising

Program Services

EXPENSES

Management & General Operations

SUPPORT & REVENUE TOTAL PERCENT

Individual Contributions* $4,905,877 29%

Events $622,449 4%

Restricted Foundation Grant1 $3,392,572 20%

National & CA Affiliates $750,164 4%

Bequests* $6,596,409 39%

Court Awarded Fees $337,632 2%

Interest & Other2 $227,501 1%

In-Kind Legal Contributions $42,628 0%

TOTAL REVENUE $16,875,232 100%

EXPENSES TOTAL PERCENT

Program Services $5,853,562 74%

Management & General Operations $1,013,051 13%

Fundraising $1,039,336 13%

TOTAL EXPENSES $7,905,949 100%

1 Grants awarded to the ACLU Foundation are restricted and earmarked for 
specific purposes. 

2 Includes distributions of $54,324 from the Watson Endowment, $40,496 from 
the Permanent Endowment and $84,768 from the Trust for the Bill of Rights.

All figures provided are unaudited at the time of publication.

*   National ACLU Foundation’s total share of revenue: $4,684,362.

FINANCIAL OVERVIEW



See how we've reinvested our resources on the following pages.

ACLU OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

Interest & OtherBequests

Events Membership & Individual Contributions

SUPPORT 
& REVENUE

EXPENSES

Fundraising

Management & General Operations
Program Services

EXPENSES TOTAL PERCENT

Program Services $2,488,684 85%

Management & General Operations $289,577 10%

Fundraising $152,105 5%

TOTAL REVENUE $2,930,365 100%

SUPPORT & REVENUE TOTAL PERCENT

Membership & Individual Contributions $3,203,329 91%

Events $177,274 5%

Bequests $114,970 3%

Interest & Other $22,088 1%

In-Kind Legal Contributions     -  -

TOTAL REVENUE $3,517,660 100%

FINANCIAL OVERVIEW



HOW WE’VE REINVESTED OUR RESOURCES
For 95 years, the ACLU of Southern California has benefited from the support of a broad base 
of people dedicated to civil liberties and civil rights. The extraordinary support of our loyal and 
longtime members and donors allowed us to be ready to act when Donald Trump was elected 
president.

On the previous pages, we provide you with our financial report for the fiscal year that began  
April 1, 2017 and ended March 31, 2018, five months after the election.

Our staff and the boards of the ACLU Foundation of Southern California (Foundation) and the 
ACLU of Southern California (Union) take the responsibility of stewarding your contributions very 
seriously. We are deploying resources with two factors in mind: (1) to mitigate immediate threats 
and (2) sustainably position ourselves to see the work through. 

A cornerstone of our plans is to strengthen our presence in the Inland Empire and Central Valley, 
where there is a dearth of legal services to provide support for the region’s most vulnerable 
communities.  



In addition to continuing to invest in current staff and priority issue areas, we were able to strategically 
expand the organization in the following ways and respond effectively to the egregious threats from the 
Trump administration and its local enablers: 

• Opened our third field office in Bakersfield, California to protect immigrant families from 
indiscriminate deportation efforts and to prevent assaults on civil liberties such as racial 
profiling by law enforcement. With our headquarters in Los Angeles, and additional field 
offices in Santa Ana and San Bernardino, the ACLU SoCal now has significant reach 
throughout the southland. 

• Hired additional attorneys, community engagement advocates, and lobbyists in our immigrants’ 
rights, police practices, education equity, criminal justice reform, and gender and reproductive 
justice teams. 

• For the first time, hired a Director of Pro Bono Attorney Programs to strategically partner 
with the legal community.

• Refocused our community engagement efforts by launching a rebranded Activist Engagement 
and Leadership Development team, including a new position dedicated to leveraging the 
ACLU’s new People Power movement comprised of over 200,000 individuals across the country. 

• Expanded communications capacity to more effectively use media advocacy on our most 
pressing issues and ensure the continued growth of the ACLU profile amongst new and 
longtime supporters. 

• Strengthened the ACLU of California’s Center for Advocacy & Policy, which represents more 
than 300,000 ACLU members across the state and ensures that the voices of those directly 
impacted by state policy will be heard in the political process. 
 

Thank you, again, for your support! Your generosity helps to ensure that the ACLU is relentless in the 
fight for justice. We look forward to keeping you posted on the progress of these and other investments.

HOW WE’VE REINVESTED OUR RESOURCES



STAFF 
Victoria Acosta  
   Development Assistant

Sameer Ahmed  
   Staff Attorney

Dana Alasker  
   Development Coordinator

Ahilan Arulanantham  
   Senior Counsel

Rekha Arulanantham  
   Munger, Tolles & Olson Fellow

Zarmine Balasanyan 
   Assistant Controller

Marcus Benigno  
   Director of Communications & Media 
   Advocacy

Peter Bibring  
   Director of Police Practices/Senior 
   Staff Attorney

Eva Bitrán  
   Staff Attorney

Carolina Briones 
   Foundation Relations Manager

Liz Garcia Bynum  
   Senior Manager of Program 
   Collaboration

Hermelinda Calderon  
   Advocacy Assistant

Oscar Carpinteyro  
   Building Security

Sarah Clifton  
   First Amendment/Jails Staff Attorney

Jessica Colburn 
   Deputy Director of Philanthropy

David Colker  
   Press & Communication Strategist

Iliana Covarrubias  
   Administrative Assistant

Miguel Cruz  
   Director of Volunteer Mobilization

Ruth Dawson  
   Staff Attorney

Jacqueline Delgadillo  
   Legal/Advocacy Assistant

Julia Devanthéry  
   Dignity For All Staff Attorney

Glen Eichenblatt  
   Director of Information Systems

 

Peter Eliasberg  
   Chief Counsel/Manheim Family 
   Attorney for First Amendment Rights

Jennifer Fahey  
   Special Assistant to the Executive 
   Director & Manager of Board 
   Relations

Jessica Farris  
   Director of Criminal Justice/Policy & 
   Advocacy Counsel

Vicki Fox  
   Director of Strategic Partnership & 
   Marketing

Aditi Fruitwala  
   Staff Attorney

Erik Garcia  
   Community Engagement & Policy 
   Advocate

Marelyn Garcia  
   Paralegal

Eve Garrow  
   Homelessness Policy Analyst & 
   Advocate

Amanda Goad 
   Audrey Irmas Director, LGBTQ, 
   Gender & Reproductive Justice 
   Project/Senior Staff Attorney

Melissa Goodman 
   Director of Advocacy

Alex Guzman  
   Bulding Operations Assistant

Mario Guzman  
   Building Facilities Manager

Brendan Hamme  
   Staff Attorney

Wardah Imran  
   Communications Coordinator

De’Jon Jackson  
   Director of Operations

Sandra Kang  
   Paralegal

Casey Kasher  
   Paralegal

Michael Kaufman  
   Sullivan & Cromwell Access to Justice 
   Senior Staff Attorney

Amber Kim  
   Director of Human Resources

Jason Köhler  
   Database Manager

Preeti Kulkarni  
   Chief Financial and Administrative Officer



Andrés Dae Keun Kwon  
   Equal Justice Works Emerson Fellow

Ian Kysel  
   Staff Attorney

Mettabel Law  
   Digital Strategist

Christian Lebano  
   Annual Events Manager

Grace Lee  
   Director of Pro Bono Attorney Programs

Victor Leung  
   Deputy Litigation Director/Staff Attorney

Esther Lim  
   Director, Jails Project

Kim Lim  
   Senior Accountant

Rosa Lopez  
   Community Engagement & Policy Advocate

Mahdi Manji  
   Community Engagement & Policy Advocate

Adrian Martinez  
   LGBTQ Community Engagement & Policy 
   Advocate

Esmeralda Martinez  
   Director of Finance

Zoë McKinney  
   Immigrants Rights’ Fellow

Ana Graciela Nájera Mendoza  
   Staff Attorney

Elvia Meza  
   Director of Activist Engagement and 
   Development

Luis Nolasco  
   Deputy Director of Advocacy/Community 
   Engagement & Policy Advocate

Melanie Penny Ochoa  
   Staff Attorney

Michelle Ochoa-Castañeda  
   Senior Paralegal

Meegan Lee Ochs  
   Online Auction Manager

Samuel Parker  
   Intake Coordinator

Jennie Pasquarella  
   Director of Immigrants’ Rights/Senior 
   Staff Attorney

Alexis Piazza  
   Equal Justice Works Fellow

Cristina Pinon  
   Human Resources Coordinator

Jenna Pittaway  
   Multimedia Producer

Devon Porter  
   Liman Fellow

Daisy Ramirez  
   OC Jails Project Coordinator

Melissa Rios  
   Paralegal

Irene Rivera  
   Education Justice Advocate

Ariana Rodriguez  
   Loyola Fellow

Jennifer Rojas  
   Community Engagement & Policy Advocate

Gabriela Rojas 
   Chapter Manager

Paria Russo  
   Individual Giving Manager

Desiree Sanchez  
   Community Engagement & Policy Advocate

Leonard Sanchez  
   Building Assistant

Brenda Smith  
   Legal/Advocacy Assistant

Mohammad Tajsar  
   Staff Attorney

Tyler Takemoto  
   Legal/Advocacy Assistant

Geneva Tien  
   Director of Advocacy Support

Sylvia Torres-Guillén  
   Director of Education Equity/Senior 
   Staff Attorney

Cynthia Valencia  
   Volunteer Engagement Coordinator

Hector Villagra  
   Executive Director

Julie Weinstein  
   Chief Development Officer

Jordan Wells  
   Staff Attorney

Amir Whitaker  
   Staff Attorney

Spencer Windes  
   Annual Fund Manager

Adrienna Wong  
   Staff Attorney

Clarissa Woo  
   Director of Economic Justice/Deputy 
   Director of Advocacy

STAFF



STAND FOR JUSTICE

INVEST IN THE ACLU
Make a tax-deductible donation to the ACLU Foundation of Southern California and help fund 
ACLU’s litigation, public education, and community engagement work. You can also make a 
contribution to the ACLU of Southern California; though not tax-deductible, this critical support 
makes possible our legislative work and lobbying. The ACLU is able to accept donations via 
mail, online, or stock transfers.

ACLU Foundation of Southern California Stock Transfer:
DTC: Code 40, DTC #0164, Charles Schwab and Co. Inc.,  
Attn: Transfer of Accounts, 101 Montgomery St., San Francisco, 
CA 94101
FBO: ACLU Foundation of Southern California, Account #1024-1241

You can make a tax-deductible gift online at www.aclusocal.org/donate. For more information 
about stock transfers, donations in honor of a loved one, or other gifts, call: (213) 977-5254.
Stock contributions via our broker do not identify the donor. To be credited with the correct 
contribution amount, please call (213) 977-5254 to notify the ACLU of your gift.

The ACLU needs your partnership. The ACLU’s work is made possible by the financial support 
of over 1,000,000 members, activists, and philanthropists across the country who stand for 
justice, freedom, and equality.

Join hundreds across Southern California who have become members of ACLU’s DeSilver 
Society, by naming the ACLU in their estate.

• Designate the ACLU as the beneficiary for part or all of your estate, through your will.
• Name the ACLU as a beneficiary on your insurance.
• Start a Charitable Gift Annuity.

For more information please call (213) 977-5289 or visit www.aclusocal.org/donate.

Become an official card-carrying member of the ACLU and connect to one of the largest 
advocate networks in Southern California and the nation. For more information about 
becoming a member visit  
www.aclusocal.org/join or call: (213) 977-5248.
The ACLU is a nationwide organization; donations to Southern California equally support our 
important work here, as well as the work of other ACLU affiliates in states where some of 
the most egregious civil rights and civil liberties violations occur and there is little financial 
support for their defense.
For more information about investing in the ACLU, charitable estate planning or becoming a 
member you can also visit: www.aclusocal.org/donate.

LEAVE YOUR LEGACY

BECOME A MEMBER

HOW TO SUPPORT OUR WORK


